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Otago Fish and Game Council Meeting 12th February 2022 

Agenda For The Meeting of Otago Fish & Game Council 

On Saturday 12th February 2022 

At Wanaka Hotel, 71 Ardmore Street, Wanaka 

Starting 9:30am 
 

Timetable Saturday Council Meeting 

9:00 am Executive Meeting (if required) 

9:30 am  Full Council Meeting Begins 

11:00 am  Morning Tea 

1:00 pm Lunch 

1:45pm Meeting resumes 

2:30pm Guest speaker ς David Cooper, Otago Regional Council 

3:15pm Public Forum (Mask and Vacc pass compulsory) 

3:30pm Afternoon Tea 

3:45pm Meeting resumes 

4:30pm Meeting closes 

5.30pm Councillor Dinner (Wanaka Hotel Restaurant Amigos) 

Timetable Sunday, Councillor Only Planning Workshop 

9:00am Workshop begins 

10.30am Morning Tea 

12 noon Lunch followed by Cr field trip to Wanaka Hatchery Site then 

depart. 
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1.0 Present and Apologies 
 

 

2.0 Matters to be raised not on the agenda 
 

 

3.0 Declarations of Interest 
Please fill in and sign forms provided. 
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4.0 Confirmation of Previous Minutes 
Minutes For The Meeting of Otago Fish & Game Council 

On 25th November 2021 

At Otago Fish and Game Council Office 

Cnr Hanover and Harrow Streets, Dunedin 

 
The meeting opened at 12.30pm and the Chair welcomed all in attendance.   

 

1.0 Present and Apologies 
Present: Colin Weatherall (chair), Adrian McIntyre, Mike Barker, Ian Cole, Rick Boyd, 
John Highton, Vicky May (nee Whyte), Ray Grubb, Blair Trevathan. 
In attendance: Ian Hadland (CE), Richard Twining (Ngai Tahu). 
 
Apologies: None 
 

 

2.0 Matters to be raised not on the agenda 
Nil. 
 
 

3.0 Declarations of Interest 
The chair circulated forms for completion by Councillors to identify ongoing conflicts 
ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΦ  
 
For this agenda; 
Cr Grubb is Chair of the NZC Ministerial Review Implementation Group. 
Cr May is a member of Teviot Anglers Club. 

  

  

4.0 Confirmation of Previous Minutes 
Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ bƎŀƛ ¢ŀƘǳ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ 
was not recorded in the minutes.  These were displayed and it was 
 
Moved (Barker/Highton) 
That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on Thursday 30th September be 
confirmed as a true and correct record.  
Carried unanimously. 
 
It was also moved (McIntyre/Cole) 
That the minutes of the Council Meeting held by Zoom on Thursday 28th October be 
confirmed as a true and correct record.  
Carried unanimously. 
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The Chair apologised to Mr Twining on behalf of Council and staff for overlooking his 
invite to the Zoom meeting for the election of Chair and NZC appointee. 
 
 

5.0 Matters Arising from the Minutes 
Cr Highton asked that the CE follow up on the status of the Grey Teal question posed 
in the minutes. 
 
 

6.0 Health and Safety Report 
There was a wide-ranging discussion on vaccination status requirements for meetings 
both now and in the future.  The CE noted that more guidance is likely to come from 
Government in time to ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ 
planning meeting and other activities where staff and rangers interface with the 
public. 
 
CouncilΩs Health and Safety Policy ς The CE explained that this needed to be adopted 
annually as a demonstration of both the Council and staff commitment to H&S.  With 
a minor word addition regarding exposure to contaminants it was 
 
Moved (May/Barker) 
That the Health and Safety Policy be adopted. 
Carried unanimously. 
 
Moved (Boyd/McIntyre) 
That the Health and Safety Report be received. 
Carried unanimously. 
 
 

7.0 Items Requiring Decisions 
  

7.1 Election of officers 

Deputy Chair - The Chair explained the role and his wish to see a duo of deputy chairs 

to assist in the smooth running of Council and support of those particularly in the chair 

and NZC appointee roles.  The chair suggested Crs May and McIntyre good candidates. 

There being no further nominations it was 

 

Moved (Grubb/Boyd) 

That Crs May and McIntyre be appointed Deputy Chairs. 

Carried  

 

It was agreed ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ /9 ŘǊŀŦǘ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ όŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎύ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 

Governance manual to describe the role.  
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Executive Committee ς The Chair suggested four as being a good number for an 

Executive, especially given the reduction of the board to nine councillors.  For 

continuity reasons, he suggested Crs May and McIntyre who were previously on the 

Executive should remain.  Cr Barker was recommended as an additional candidate, 

and he agreed to join.  There being no further nominations it was  

 

Moved (Grubb/Boyd) 

That Crs May, McIntyre and Barker be appointed to the Executive. (The Chair already 

being a member) 

Carried  

 

It was further moved (Weatherall/Cole) 

That Cr Barker be added to the list of bank account signatories. 

Carried 

  

7.2 2021/22 Anglers Notice Review 

  
The CE explained the steps to complete the Anglers Notice in time for adoption at the 
May 2022 Council meeting.  He also reiterated that several the submissions received 
to date were related to first schedule matters and topics not covered by the Anglers 
Notice review, such as licence pricing.  Cr Boyd remarked that the process would have 
been considerably more focused if staff had framed the areas for potential changes 
before requesting submissions.  The CE explained that the open approach was used to 
capture any outliers not previously considered by staff but the point was taken. 
 
The summary table of submissions was discussed, and Councillors were given the 
opportunity to comment.  One matter was asked to be included in the review (5.1 
Daily catch limit for catch and release) and one was removed (4.6 Aligning Poolburn 
and Manorburn opening dates).  
 
With those two amendments made to the table it was 
 
Moved (Weatherall / Boyd) 
That the Council adopt the timetable and amended table of regulations for review 
and staff report to the next meeting on those proposed changes. 
Carried unanimously 
 
It was also agreed that when staff reply to submitters that they need to expand upon 
the reasons set out in the table if their suggested change was not being considered for 
this review.  This was particularly relevant for topics such as pressure sensitive fishery 
management and guide licensing which are part of separate processes. 
 

7.3  Draft Game Gazette Notice 
 

Councillors were provided with a brief overview of the timeframe to get any proposed 
changes to the Game Notice to New Zealand Council.  The CE had suggested a 
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workshop for Councillors ahead of final drafting but there was agreement to settle the 
topic today. 
 
There was discussion regarding mallard season length and the reasons for 2019 
shortening from 12 to 10 weeks were explained by the CE and the original report and 
reasoning had been circulated to Councillors ahead of the meeting.  
 
Councillors generally agreed that it was a perception issue (around disturbance of 
nesting birds) rather than a population sustainability question.  It was agreed that a 
return to a 12-week season would cause no sustainability concerns on the Otago 
mallard population. 
 
Options for managing the paradise shelduck population within the desired range were 
also discussed.  The staff report had suggested an increase in the daily bag limit if the 
population in the trend counts exceeded 23,000 birds.  Councillors proposed an 
alternative of removing the junior only restrictions from the 9-day summer paradise 
shelduck season. 
 
It was moved (May/Trevathan)  
That should the trend count for paradise shelduck exceed 23,000 birds in January 
2022, then the restrictions related to junior hunting be removed to allow all licence 
holders take part in the summer season with the daily bag limit to remain at 5/day. 
Carried 
 
It was moved (Grubb/McIntyre) 
That the Mallard/Grey Season length be extended to 12 weeks (7th May ς 31st July 
2022) and the remainder of the draft regulations (with the exception of the Paradise 
Shelduck season, which is to be determined) be adopted. 
Carried (8/1) 
 
7.4  Council Meeting Schedule - 2022 
Council having now completed the Game Notice deliberations, removed the need for 
the January workshop and subject to that change it was  
 
Moved (Boyd/Cole)  
That the 2022 Meeting Schedule be adopted. 
Carried 
 
 

8.0 Public Excluded Items 
 

Moved (McIntyre/May) 
That the Council move into the Public Excluded Session. 
Carried. 
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 8.1 Confirm previous public excluded minutes 

Moved (Grubb/McIntyre) 

That the public excluded minutes of the Council Meeting held on Thursday 30th 

September 2021 be confirmed as a true and correct record without any 

amendments. 

Carried. 

 

8.2 Habitat Fund Application ς Bullock Creek 

 

Moved (Boyd/Grubb)  

That the application for $2,400 to fund ongoing weed clearance and planting at 

Bullock Creek be approved.  

Carried. 

 
8.3 Contact Energy Draft Trust Deed 

Council agreed to this and it was eventually moved (Barker/May)  

That Council acknowledges receipt of the draft Deed and that Crs Boyd and Cr 

Weatherall be appointed to assist the CE in generating the first round of feedback 

on the first draft. 

Carried  

 

8.4 Wanaka Hatchery Subdivision 

It was agreed to have the CE continue and report back to the February meeting with 

a final subdivision plan alongside the options for future management of the wetland 

area. 

 

Moved (Grubb/Highton) 

1. That the meeting moved out of Public Excluded session 

2. Bring the outcomes into the public record. 

Carried. 

 

 

9.0 Financial and Sales Reports 

Finance and Licence Sales 31st October 2021 

The CE noted that the Council had received the government wage subsidy and it had 
agreed to revisit the topic at this meeting.  IŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ 
financial position and that licence sales had bounced back from the sag in sales 
experienced when the subsidy was applied for.  
Moved (Cole/May) 
1. That the Council note the strong early season sales and repay the Covid Wage 

Subsidy of $10,554 back to the Government. 
2. That the financial and sales report be received. 
Carried unanimously. 
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10.0  /ƘƛŜŦ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 

The CE spoke to his report. 

 

10.1 Progress !Ǝŀƛƴǎǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ¢ƘǊŜŜ-Year Strategic Priorities 

¢ƘŜ /9 ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀ ǾŜǊōŀƭ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ-year strategic 

priorities.  He asked if this style of reporting was what the Council wanted.  It was 

agreed that it could be streamlined further with reporting on secondary priorities less 

frequently.  Councillors raised a number of matters but the Chair referred these to the 

February Planning meeting. 

 

Other Staff Activity 

 

Meeting with Ministerial Review Amalgamation Group - The CE and Chair gave an 

update on the Amalgamation Group meeting and thanked Councillors for their input. 

The Council reiterated its view that Otago was an optimum-sized region. 

 

 10.2 SPECIES MANAGEMENT 

No Discussion 

 

10.3 HABITAT PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT 

The CE provided an update on the Contact Energy ς Lower Clutha Sports Fish 

Management Plan Implementation.  The Council deferred the discussion to the 

Public excluded session where a draft Trust Deed was being discussed. 

Weatherall/ Cr May) 

 

10.4 USER PARTICIPATION 

Take a Kid Fishing Days 

Council members acknowledged the success of TAKF events. 

 

10.5 PUBLIC INTERFACE 
No discussion. 

  

10.6 COMPLIANCE  

No discussion. 

 

10.7 LICENCING  

  No discussion. 

 

10.8 COUNCIL  

Meeting with Ministerial Review Amalgamation Group - The CE and Chair 

gave an update on the Amalgamation Group meeting and thanked Councillors 

for their input.  The Council reiterated its view that Otago was an optimum-

sized region. 
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Agenda Format ς Councillors agreed that having a paper rather than electronic 

copy of the agenda was preferable for meetings.  The CE said it was important 

to be able to email a version out due to the delays in the post so that would 

happen anyway.  The Chair encouraged Councillors to contact the CE with any 

hardware needs to be able to receive electronic agendas and participate in 

meetings remotely. 

 

10.9 PLANNING AND REPORTING  

The CE noted that the Annual report was now complete and that the Audit 

Management report from BDO noted two very minor matters related to 

reporting format in future.  Council acknowledged the work done by staff to 

improve its financial systems.  

 

Moved (Weatherall/Barker) 

That ǘƘŜ /ƘƛŜŦ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜΩǎ report be accepted and received. 

Carried. 

 

 

11.0 RMA Planning and Consents Report  22 Sept ς 17 Nov 2021 

The CE updated the Council on the current matters staff were working through and 
the state of the approved spending from its reserves.  The meeting briefly discussed 
the Pigburn water take application, public perceptions of Fish & Game, and questions 
about the Pomahaka suction dredging application. 
 
The CE also noted that a small amount had been spent of legal fees to join the Forest 
and Bird /ORC High Court case to seek a declaratory judgement on whether the 
Freshwater Planning Process (FPP) will hear the entire Regional Policy Statement. It 
was noted that the RPS will cover much more than freshwater. 
 
Moved (McIntyre/Barker) 
1. That staff update NZC on Otago Council spending from the RMA regional pool 

fund before 4th December 2021 and 
2. That the RMA Planning and Consents report be received. 
Carried. 

 
 

12.0 Committee & Delegate Reports 

 12.1 CFT 
Cr Cole reported on the CFT.  The Trust now had ability to nominate two more trustees 
and Niall Watson has been added to the board.   
The Trust confirmed its first donation to the Donald Scott Memorial Fund of an annual 
amount of $5000. 
The Trust is also concerned by the cycle trail proposal to go through the Bendigo 
Wildlife Area and delta area. 
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12.2 NZC 
Cr Grubb gave a verbal update about NZC matters. 
NZC was reviewing the Election regulations and organising governance training for 
chairs and its own members.  Other matters noted included the development of a 
strategic planning process and a communications strategy.  

 
12.3 Ngai Tahu  
Richard Twining expressed his concern about not being notified of the special meeting 
to elect the Chair/NZC appointee.  The Chair apologised for the oversight.  Nothing 
else to report for this period. 
 
12.5 Conservation Board. 
Nil 
 
 

13.0 Correspondence 
13.1 NZC to Otago 

  Nil 
 

13.2 Otago to NZC 
  Feedback on structure of F&G - Noted 
 

13.3 General Correspondence In 
  Nil 
 
 13.4 General Correspondence Out 

13.4.1 Letter to Contact Energy on progress of Sportsfish Management 

Plan - Noted 

 
Moved (Barker/Trevathan) 
That correspondence to the Otago Fish & Game Council be received. 
Carried. 

  

  

14.0 Items to be Received or Noted 

14.1 2021 Take a Kid Fishing Events Report  

 Council agreed that the events had been hugely popular.  A councillor asked if there 
was any ongoing training with those that had attended.  The CE replied that there had 
been some email contact but it was an area that could be further developed. 
 

The Chair congratulated the CE and staff for their good work. 

 

Moved (Highton/Trevathan) 

That the report be received and noted. 

Carried. 
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15.0 General Business 
 
Cr Trevathan thanked the Council for their patience with him at his first meeting.  

 

 

 

The Chair thanked the councillors for their attendance and declared the meeting closed at 

4:50pm. 

 

 

  



P a g e | 13 

 

Otago Fish and Game Council Meeting 12th February 2022 

5.0 Matters Arising from the Minutes 
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6.0 Health and Safety Report ς December 21 -February 22 
 

Covid 19 
¶ Covid variant omicron continues to spread.  Otago region has been at Orange 
traffic light level in the new traffic light system.  At this level public were allowed 
entry into the office with a mask, sanitized and of good health. 
 
As of 24th January 2022, we are at traffic light level RED.  Our offices are presently 
closed to public.  This will be reviewed regularly.  As the infection spreads, staff 
are preparing to work from home if they choose to do so, or are instructed to do 
so. 
 
¶ Staff have discussed levels of response to covid, these will continue to be noted 

and updated at each staff meeting to decide if more restrictions or safety 
measures are needed for staff, council, rangers or relating to our buildings and 
events. 

¶ Masks, gloves and sanitizer are available to all staff. 

¶ A national 0800 number is available to all F&G staff if they are feeling unsettled 
and wish to talk to someone privately. 

¶ All staff are now double vaccinated. Some have received a booster 

 

 

Events   OHS plans are made before all events and work outings. 
 

OHS Audits 
¶ Completed audits -  December - full annual audit checklist for council 

(See following appendix 1) 
Next audits ς 
¶ Office hazard audits 
¶ Vehicle hazards and safety equipment 

 
Incidents/Accidents/Near Misses 

¶ The Cromwell boat trailer hit a post.  Damage to the wheel guard has been 
fixed.  No harm to driver. 

 
Training 

¶ Ranger training was conducted 4-5th December 2021 
¶ Refresher first aid for two staff members completed during the period 

 

 

Recommendation 
That is report be received 
 

 

Sharon Milne 
Administration Officer 
February 2022 
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Appendix 1 
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7.0 Items Requiring Decisions 

7.1 Anglers Notice Recommendations for the 2022/2023 Fishing Season 
 

Introduction 

The last triennial review of the Anglers Notice for the Otago Region was completed in the 
2017/18 season with considerable public consultation undertaken and resulting in several 
regulation changes made to the Anglers Notice for the 2018/19 fishing season. 

A triennial review has commenced, with angling clubs canvassed for submissions and staff 
identifying issues around sustainability, opportunity and simplification.  Submissions were 
received from 5 angling clubs and 27 individuals. Submissions covered 35 topics.  Staff 
provided a scoping report to Council at the November meeting.  Council decided that 12 of 
the submitted topics should be investigated further, these changes are outlined below in 
Table 2.  Any changes would come into effect on October 1st, 2022. 

2015-2025 Sports Fish and Game Bird Management Plan provisions 

Staff have paid particular attention to the following clauses from the Otago Sports Fish and 
Game Management Plan. 

5.2.3 - There is a demand amongst anglers and hunters for a diverse range of recreational 
opportunities. 

5.3.1 - To manage sports fisheries and game resources having regard to sustainability to 
meet the interests and recreational needs of present and future generations of anglers and 
hunters. 

5.3.3 - To optimise angling and hunting opportunity and maintain or improve the 
recreational fishing opportunity spectrum available in Otago. 

5.4.1 - Achieve sustainability through the following approach: 

(a) Ensure that the sustainability of the resource has precedence over utilisation (i.e., 
utilisation will be dependent on sustainability). 
(b) In the absence of reliable information or in the face of uncertain information, a 
precautionary approach will be adopted in managing fish populations. 
(c) Management decisions will be based on the best available information. 
(d) The absence of information will not be used as a reason for failing to adopt management 
measures. 

7.3.2 - To minimize and simplify regulations controlling angling and hunting so that they do 
not become an impediment to participation, but not at the expense of precautionary 
management. 

7.4.2 - Review annually angling and hunting conditions and assess them for relevance, clarity 
and simplicity. 

7.4.3 - Liaise with other regions over the annual review of angling and hunting conditions 
and to seek consistency between regions. 
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Staff have also taken into account that the Otago Region and Fish & Game nationally are 
guided by an R3 (Retention, Reactivation and Recruitment) strategy to increase participation 
and that complex and/or overly restrictive regulations are key identified barriers to 
participation.  If anglers are not confident in their understanding of the regulations or feel the 
ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ άŜƭƛǘƛǎǘέ ƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŎŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ŦƛǎƘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƭŜǎǎ 
likely to buy a licence (S Doughty, pers comms). 

Timetable 

Table 1 below details the review timetable, staff reporting, the consultation process, and final 
approval deadlines for the 2021/2022 Anglers Notice Review. 

Any changes will become effective in the 2022/2023 fishing season. 

Table 1: Anglers Notice review schedule ς complete actions shown in grey 

October 2021  A request to angling clubs to submit suggestions to the Anglers 
Notice review (complete). 

Otago Fish and 
Game Council 
November 2021  

Meeting ς Staff provide Council a list of regulations to review 
based on initial submissions from angling clubs and issues 
identified by F&G staff.  Councillors will have an opportunity to 
add to the list of matters presented. Council to decide on which 
changes warrant further investigation and inclusion in the review 
(complete). 

Otago Fish and 
Game Council 
February 2022 
Meeting  

Staff will present a report on proposed changes including any 
supporting monitoring data or biological information and 
published scientific reports and referenced to provisions of the 
Sports fish and Game Management Plan for Otago. Staff will aim 
to seek consistency with neighbouring Fish & Game regional 
regulations where it is practical.  Council to adopt draft Anglers 
Notice (including proposed changes) which will be circulated to 
clubs and submitters and notified to the public (current stage). 

1 March 2022 
through April 2022  

Anglers and angling clubs will be advised of recommended 
changes and canvassed for final feedback. 

Otago Fish and 
Game Council May 
2022 Meeting  

Staff will provide a report incorporating a summary of any further 
angler submissions, and final recommendations for council 
consideration. Council to approve final changes. 

 

Traditionally the feedback stage has involved public meetings in halls around the region. 
Unfortunately, these meetings have not been well attended in the past.  Staff consider that 
ǇǊƻǇƻǎƛƴƎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ /h±L5 ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ όŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ΨǊŜŘΩ level) would be 
unwise.  

Recommendation 

That the feedback process consists of communications with the submitters and public 
consultation through the Otago Fish and Game Council Facebook and a notice in the 
newspaper. 
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Regulation Review 

Table 2 below outlines the submissions that Council agreed at their November meeting should 
be further investigated. 

Table 2: Submissions to be reviewed in this report. 

Category Number Regulation 

Boat fishing 1 Clarify boat rules. 

2 Increase drift boat opportunities. 

Season length 3 Closure of small spawning streams. 

4 Glenorchy lagoons open year-round. 

5 IƻǊŜΩǎ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ tƻƴŘ ƻǇŜƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ м ǘƻ !ǇǊƛƭ олΦ 

6 Lower Greenstone River open all year. 

7 Lower Manuherekia River open all year. 

Sensitive fisheries 8 Daily limit on catch & release. 

Other 9 A combined sports fish bag limit for southern lakes. 

10 Mill Creek above Waterfall Park open to all anglers. 

11 Reduce sections of Clutha and Taieri rivers. 

12 Review rules regarding multiple hooks. 

 

1 Clarify boat rules. 

Currently there are eight regulations that Otago anglers need to familiarise themselves with 
(Table 3), compounding this there are also five additional subsets where two of the eight 
regulations are applied to one waterway.  The large number of regulations are difficult to 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƭƛŎŜƴŎŜ ƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǎǘŀŦŦΦ LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ άōƻŀǘέ ƛǎ 
ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ м ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ άŀƴȅ ƳŀƴƴŜŘ Ŧƭƻǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǾƛŎŜέ  

Table 3: Current Otago Region boating regulations 

Note Rule 

2 No licence holder shall fish from, or troll from, any boat which is being 
mechanically propelled. 

3 No Licence holder shall fish from any boat. 

4 No licence holder shall fish for sports fish from any boat, canoe, pontoon or 
flotation device. 

5 Fishing for sports fish is permitted from any boat, canoe, pontoon or flotation 
device. 

6  Licence holders may fish from any boat, canoe, pontoon or flotation device in the 
tidal reaches of all rivers. 

7.1 Trolling from any boat that is being mechanically propelled is permitted. 

7.2 All anglers fishing from boats which are being mechanically propelled must stay 
at least 100 metres from any anglers fishing from the shore. 

8 Trolling from any boat that is being mechanically propelled is not permitted. 
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Some of the current regulations are very similar (notes 2 & 8 and notes 3 & 4).  There is also 
ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴŎȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƻǊƳŀǘǘƛƴƎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘŜŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ άƴƻ 
ƭƛŎŜƴŎŜ ƘƻƭŘŜǊ ǎƘŀƭƭέ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŜƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ άƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘέΦ hǘƘŜǊ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅ ǎǘŀŦŦ 
ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άǘǊƻƭƭƛƴƎέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Řefined in Schedule 1 or Schedule 2 for the 
Otago Region and the usage of both notes 4 and 6 simultaneously which partly contradict 
each other on some waterways. 

Staff have proposed a set of four regulations below in Table 4. These regulations cover the 
region well and make only minor changes to the current regulations.  The regulations are 
intentionally listed in order of most permissive to least permissive. 

Table 4: Proposed Otago region boating regulations. 

Note Rule 

2.1 Licence holders may fish from any boat, canoe, pontoon or flotation device. 

2.2 Licence holders fishing from boats that are being mechanically propelled must 
stay at least 100 metres from any anglers fishing from the shore. 

3 Licence holders may fish from any boat, canoe, pontoon or flotation device 
provided it is not being mechanically propelled. 

4 No licence holder may fish from any boat, canoe, pontoon or flotation device 
except in the tidal reaches of this waterway if applicable. 

 

 
Figure 1: Current regulations linked to the new regulations they are proposed to change to. Number 
of listed waterways under the current and proposed rules shown in parenthesis. 
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The simplification of the boat rules will lead to less confusion from anglers and compliance 
staff; however, it does come at the cost of a small loss of flexibility.  The key change is that 
the tidal sections of all coastal rivers will be open for boat fishing including from a motorised 
vessel.  

The tidal sections that currently allow unmotorised boat fishing that are affected by this 
change are: 

¶ Akatore River / Estuary 

¶ Careys Creek 

¶ Caitlins River/ Estuary 

¶ Kaikorai Stream/ Estuary 

¶ Pleasant River 

¶ Puerua Stream / Estuary 

¶ Shag / Waihemo River 

¶ Tahakopa River 

¶ Taieri River ς From SH1 to Silverstream confluence 

¶ Tokomairiro River 

¶ Waikouaiti River 

¶ Waitati River 

¶ Waters of Leith 

Coastal waters that currently have no boat fishing that are affected by this change are the 
Contour Channel and the Maclennan River. 

Staff believe that these changes will be minor as most of these rivers offer little opportunity 
for boat fishing due to their small size. 

The only waterway in the Otago Region that has a fishing season, but no boat regulations is 
the Southern Reservoir in Dunedin. As it is a drinking water reservoir, Dunedin City Council is 
unlikely to support boating.  The most similar fishery to the Southern Reservoir is Sullivans 
Dam where current Fish & Game regulations prohibit boat fishing.  Staff recommend for 
consistency that no boat fishing is allowed on Southern Reservoir. 

Recommendation 1.1 

That the boating regulations are changed in accordance with Table 4 and Figure 1. 

Recommendation 1.2 

That boat fishing is not permitted on the Southern Reservoir.  
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2 - Increase drift boat opportunities. 

Drift boat fishing is a common way to fish in North America, however, it is not highly practised 
in New Zealand.  The setup typically involves two people, one person, often a guide rowing 
slowly downstream and holding on likely looking patches of water while the other person 
fishes.  Drift boat fishing tends to be more popular on larger rivers, especially those with low 
gradient and few rapids.  These river characteristics limit the use of drift boats in NZ.  The 
method is also frequently used on rivers where the public access points are far apart. 
Research on New Zealand drift boat fishing suggests some guides utilise jet outboards to 
increase manoeuvrability and possibly to return to the drop-off point. 

Submitters have requested that the Hawea River, the Makarora River below the Wilkin 
confluence and the Deans Bank section of the Clutha River are opened to non-motorised boat 
fishing. 

Allowing boat fishing on these sections of river will increase opportunity while only having a 
minimal effect on shore angling. 

Recommendation 2.3 refers to the Deans Bank section of the Clutha River.  Deans Bank has 
historical significance and decisions regarding it need to be made carefully, however staff do 
not believe that allowing boat fishing in this reach will negatively affect the fishery in a serious 
way.  Staff believe that this section of the river can handle other angling types due to its large 
size.  LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ōƻŀǘ ŀƴƎƭŜǊǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΣ 
minimizing their effects on shore-based fly anglers.  Staff have noticed the section contains a 
lot of productive water that is not fished to a large extent, largely due to fishing on the true 
left becoming more difficult due to access restrictions. 

Recommendation 2.1 

That non-motorised boat fishing is allowed on the Hawea River. 

Recommendation 2.2 

That non-motorised boat fishing is allowed on the Makarora River below the Wilkin 
confluence. 

Recommendation 2.3 

That non-motorised boat fishing is allowed on the Clutha River above Albert Town bridge 
including Deans Bank section.  
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3 - Closure of small spawning streams. 

Staff have identified two small lake tributaries that offer little angling opportunity; Quartz 
Creek, a tributary of Lake Wanaka and 12 Mile Creek, a tributary of Lake Wakatipu (Figure 2). 
Due to the small stable nature of these streams, they are believed to provide higher relative 
spawning and rearing potential than the larger lake tributaries.  The size of these tributaries 
also means they are seldom fished, however, those that do fish these streams are likely to 
have difficulty avoiding standing on redds. 

Another issue with these spawning streams, particularly Quartz Creek, is that runs of large 
lake fish can get stuck by receding flows following their spawning run.  Fish that are stranded 
in these creeks when the flows recede are very susceptible to stress and angling pressure, 
potentially including unlawful harvest.  The more the fish are targeted by anglers, the more 
likely that an accumulation of stress will mean that staff have to salvage the fish rather than 
waiting for a fresh to allow them to return to the lake. 

To avoid reduction in the spawning potential of these creeks, it is proposed that they are closed to 
angling.  Closure will also give enforcement staff a more straight forward offence for anyone disturbing 
or attempting to catch these fish. 
 

 
Figure 2: Map showing location of Twelve Mile and Quartz Creek. Please note: only the lower 1.5 km 
of Twelve Mile Creek is inhabited by spawning trout due to an impassable waterfall below Glenorchy 
Road. 
 

Recommendation 3.1 

That the fishing season for Quartz Creek is closed year-round. 

Recommendation 3.2 

That the fishing season Twelve Mile Creek is closed year-round. 
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4 - Glenorchy lagoons open year-round. 

The Glenorchy lagoons are a small series of shallow lagoons, lying just north of the Glenorchy 
Township (Figure 3).  The lagoons are not highly utilised, their highest usage estimate on 
record was 210 angler days in the 2014/15 fishing season (Unwin, 2016).  Usage is likely to be 
ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƎƻƻƴΩǎ ǎƘŀƭƭƻǿ ŘŜǇǘƘΣ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘȅ ƻŦ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǊƛǇŀǊƛŀƴ ǘǊŜŜǎΣ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘ 
nature, and proximity to other more esteemed fisheries.  Satellite maps suggest that there is 
little spawning habitat available, so a potential lack of fish may have also contributed to low 
angler usage. 
 

 
Figure 3: Location of Glenorchy lagoons at the head of Lake Wakatipu 
 

The fishery currently has a season of October 1 to April 30 and a bag limit of one trout. 
Submitters have requested that the fishery is open to fishing year-round to help move angling 
away from more pressured waterways nearby. 

Future monitoring of the effects of regulation changes will be difficult as the National Angling 
Survey is the only source of reliable usage for this fishery and is not due for around six years 
after any changes to the regulations are made.  The National Angling Survey also only provides 
rough estimates for fisheries with very low usage. 

Despite issues around monitoring and potentially low numbers of trout available to anglers, 
any changes to the regulations are unlikely to have a significant effect on the fishery due to 
low usage and a large proportion of the lake being unfishable due to poor access.   

Opening the fishery to year-round angling will provide some opportunity to a small number 
of anglers and potentially transfer a small amount of pressure from nearby fisheries. 

Recommendation 4.1 

That the Glenorchy lagoons are open to angling year-round.  






























































































































