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WELLINGTON FISH AND GAME COUNCIL

The Chairman
Wellington Fish and Game Council

AGENDA MANAGEMENT

Council should do the following things;

e Review the Annual Program for Meeting Agendas, and decide what items should

be added to it.

e Review the Current Agenda, and decide on the order of items, the timing
requirements for items, any items to be deferred, or any new business to be tabled.

e Review Next Two Meeting Agendas, to see what’s coming, and decide on anything
that needs to be included or changed.

No resolutions should be necessary here, unless to resotve debate on a future course of

action. The Minutes will record all issues that Council agrees, and these will be reflected in

future Action Lists, Annual Programs, and Agendas as may be appropriate.

Meeting Dates & Venues Wellington Fish & Game Council 2011

DATE

DAY

VENUE

7 February 2012

Tuesday

Palmerston North RSA

Other Meeting Dates & Venues (o be
confirmed

April 2012

June 2012

August 2012

Qctober 2012

November 2012




WELLINGTON FISH & GAME COUNCIL

ANNUAL PROGRAM for MEETING AGENDAS.

Meeting Board Operational Statutory Strategic and
Policy
Tuesday 7th All Board | All Game Season
February 2012 | Items. Operational regulations
Items, to be
Received.
April 2012 AllBoard | All Draft Annual Plan
Items. Operational
Items, to be
Received
June 2012 All Board All Draft Anglers
Items, Operational Notice
Items, to be
Received
August 2012 All Board All Adopt Annual Plan
Items. Operational
Items, to be
Received
October 2012 All Board All
Items. Operational
Items, to be
Received
November 2012 | All Board All Annual General
Items. Operational Meeting. Annual
Items, to be Report to Adopt
Received and Present, Game
Annual season regulations
Reports, to be
Received

Board Items are as follows.

Present and in Attendance.

Apologies.

Minutes of Previous Meeting to be Approved.

Matters Arising from the Minutes.

Agenda Management, including review of Action List, review of Annual Program for
Meeting Agendas, and review of current and next two meeting agendas.

Chairman’s Business.

¢ New Zealand Fish & Game Council Business.




Operational Items are as follows.

* Management Report, to be Received.

¢ Schedules of Financial Transactions, Bank Balances, and Correspondence, to be
Received.

¢ Project Expenditure Report, to be Received,

» Licence Sales Reports, to be Received.

Process to Get Items on Agenda is as follows.

¢ Raise the matter in General Business at the end of the meeting, to get it resolved there
and then, or

* Raise the matter under Agenda Management near the beginning of the meeting, to seek
Council’s agreement for a Councillor and/or management to prepare and present a paper
on the subject for formal inclusion in a subsequent meeting agenda, or

* Present a paper as a Notice of Motion, following the procedure of 2.16 on page 24 of the
Fish and Game Rules in Part 4 of the big blue Policy Manual.







WELLINGTON FISH & GAME COUNCIL

UNCONFIRMED
MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE WELLINGTON FISH & GAME COUNCIL,
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 30 NOVEMBER 2011 AT 3.15PM AT THE UPPER
HUTT COSMOPOLITAN CLUB, LOGAN STREET, UPPER HUTT,
WELLINGTON.

1. Present

2. In Attendance:
Staff: Phil Teal (Manager), Nic Cudby.

3. Apologies:
Chris O’Meara/Brad Johnson
Carried
4. 3
A list was dlstrlbuted {6 VIeng of the existing declarations of Conflicts of
Interest There Was no addltlonal declaration of Conflicts of Interests not
5,

\ t(ze M:Hures of the meeting of the Welhngton Fish & Game Council of
", 12:Qctober 2011 be approved as a true and correct record of the
proceedmgs of that meeling.

Strato Cotsilinis/Brad Johnson
Carried

6. Matters Arising:
Mr Teal noted that Chris Lester DoC Wairarapa Area Manager had been

seconded to the Hawke’s Bay Area for up to two years but that he would
continue to oversee the Wairarapa Area until a replacement had been
appointed.




Brief discussion ensued on the practice of having “unconfirmed” minutes
posted on the website, with it reiterated to have “unconfirmed” minutes on the
website when posting an agenda.

Brief discussion on the confirmed Wellington Fish & Game Council meeting
timetable — noting that one meeting was close to the opening weekend of the
fishing scason.

Mr Teal was requested to distribute the timetable for the 2012 Fish & Game
elections to Councillors (and website) once this was known.

Councillor Johnson noted that the speed of transaction using Agency on.;, ine
licence sales channel is still slow, particularly for ex1st1ng hcgnce holdel‘s re-
purchasing a licence. Mr Teal undertook to inform NZ “Goncil and iy De
Ltd to investigate reasons for this. '

New Zealand Council Business
Councillor Richard Moore presented an ¢;
held on 20 November 2011. 4

NZ F&G Coungil Chai‘rmah has wrltten to Otago F&GC to ask them that they
review theit a 'pomtee and 1epresentat10n

"‘mannel and was given until 24 January to do so (6+ months) Chairman
Taylor ‘noted that he had requested a copy of the legal opinion to assist with
eliberations on the upper Rangitikei River access, but had been deferred until
“Nr Bates had replied.

Councillor Moore confirmed that Federated Farmers were successful in
getting a one off grant of $100,000 to control Canada geese which would be
funded from DoC and MaF budgets (50:50).

Councillor Moore noted that NZ Council had discussed the proposal for a
guides licence and it favoured a least-intrusive guide licence option without
undue restrictions — and various potential conditions also noted. Comments



would be sought from regional F&G Councils before the final version is
presented to the Minister of Conservation.

Councillor Moore discussed licence category research conducted by Fish &
Game staff — which is investigation new licence categories and examining the
potential effect on revenue. The report would be circulated to Fish & Game
regions for their information.

Councillor Moore noted that some South Island fish & game councils were
actively co-operating with high country farmers to maintain good::
relationships and access arrangements.

Councﬂlor Moore noted that Guy Salmon had addressed NZ Councﬂ and had
id néeds to be seen in

Py "Taylor poted that thé issues are wider than the individual’s mvolved but

' focgsed on conflict of interest issues and the wider angling issues relating to
_gg:ess. He expressed the view that the internal structures and positions on
ssues such as access must be clear, if there are points of contention in public.

It was acknowledged that the democratic process allowed for regional
appointments but when it affects NZ F&GC’s functioning then it becomes
untenable. There was no further action or statement suggested but Councillor
Cotsilinis noted that it was a poor look and needs to be solved/resolved.

It was then moved that




That the report from Councillor Moore on NZ Council Meeting held on
20 November 2011 be received

Chris O’Meara/Brad Johnson
Carried

8. Black Swan Regulation Setting Policy
A discussion document Review of Regulation Setting Policy for Hunting Black
Swan in Wellington Region prepared by staff outlined the current policy,

rationale for this, the resultant harvest effects, and regulation effegt_igeness.

Region Very Restrictive Liberal
Wellinglon A <2000 > 5,000
(East) '.::::3. o)
Wellington B <500 1000-1500 >1500
{West) 2 w
1 bird 2 Third .. 2-3birds 3+ birds
Queens Birthday .|~ Durationof ~ Duration of Duration of
to conclusion of % __Waterfoﬁr[ Walterfowl Waterfowl
waterfowl, Season (normal | Season {normal
season = § weoeks) = § weaks)

"10';000—13,000 [ 13000-16,000 [ >16,000 |

[Central NZ [ z,odo-i’o,ooo'

.'appeared to be a four year ﬂuctuatlon in numbers counted in the
Nclson/Marlborough region that warranted further investigation.

Aﬁer further discussion it was moved that

The modified black swan regulation setting policy outlined in the
discussion document be adopted and be reviewed after two years for
regulation effectiveness

Brad Johnson/Chris O’Meara
Carried

9. Preliminsirv Recommendations for 2012 Game Regulations




After discussion was held on the harvest regulation for each species, it was
moved that:
Mallard:
The season conditions for mallard be confirmed as “normal” as per the
regulation setting policy for mallard - ten (10} birds per day and eight week
duration.

Richard Moore/Tim Allen

Carried

Paradise Shelduck:

* Strato Cotsilinis/Tim Allen
Carried

Brad Johnson/Richard Moore
Carried

éxcept Jfor upland game properties with Specral conditions which have no

"t:’l{mrt bo_I_F_z sexes

Chris O’Meara/Brad Johnson
Carried

that the season cona’rtrons of no limit for the duration of the upland game
season (1% Saturday May to last Sunday in August) be restricted to upland

game properties with special conditions
Brad Johnson/Chris O’Meara
Carried

California Quail

That the season conditions be the same as last year - five (5) birds in all
areas for the duration of the upland game season (1" Saturday May to last
Sunday in August)




Chris O’Meara/Brad Johnson
Carried

Opening Date for Upland Game Property with Special Conditions

An existing declared conflict of interest had been noted for Councillor Mark
Grace regarding issues relating to Rathmoy Game Preserve and it was agreed
he would not vote nor participate in discussions.

Council considered an application from Rathmoy Game Preserve to

year trial basis.

It was moved that &
An extension to the current (2011/12) season coﬂdmons :
-only on Rathmoy Game

10,

clarification it Was moved
That Ihe ‘fesearch p! q]ecr proposed proceed with funding being provided
ﬁ‘omithe Rangzﬁker Trout Fishery budget (or reserve)
Mark Grace/Richard Moore
Carried

TR

%, Mi«Teal al$o explained the value of fish tagging programme in terms of angler

“involvement and types of inferences that can be made from this data. Cost of
thé.equipment was estimated at apptoximately $2000. Tt was envisaged that
experUkeen anglels ﬁom clubs could assist in tar getmg sections of the

It was moved
That fish tagging equipment be purchased from the Rangitikei Trout

Fishery budget (or reserve)

Strato Cotsilinis/Mark Grace
Carried

11. Canada Geese Management




12,

Councillor Allen initiated discussion on the possibility that Wellington F&G
Council could advocate to NZ Fish & Game Council to get Canada geese
reinstated on Schedule 1 of the Wildlife Act — Gamebird. Councillor Allen
was also critical of the NZ F&G effort to keep Canada geese on the schedule.

Councilor Taylor disagreed with this view considering the effort over a long
time by the NZF&G council on this issue.

reduced through the culls and farmers are satisfied.
Councilor Allen then moved that:

that Wellington F&G Council ask NZ F&G Coun
and/or actively pursue the reinstatement - offi 6

that Wellmgton F&G Coin g)l;i'ews;t f]ﬁé issue of reinstatement of Canada
geese to Schedule 1 Gaimebird; isfatus in three years time

2 7 Brad Johnson/Chris ’Meara

Carried

One Plan Update

Mr Teal updated Councilzon the progress on the One Plan where formal
medlatlon had contiitued until the end of October which was longer than
ant;clpated Whlle ;some issues had been progtessed there were some lssues

Ménagement Report 1 October — 18 November 2011
MiTeal briefed Council on an initiative by Wellington F&G to establish

“&dditional information layers on the Walking Access Commission’s Walking

Access Mapping System (WAMS). Angler information as a separate GIS
layer on the WAMS mark II version may include access point information
including photo.

Mr Teal clarified that he had not been informed on any increase of risk status
due to the Aeromanos salmonicola bacterium which had been found in
lampreys in Southland rivers and potentially an isolated incident in hatchery
trout in Otago. He informed Council that MAF Biosecurity were cutrently




trying to determine the exact strain of bacterium implicated and determining
the level of risk to other species such as trout and salmon. Councillor
Neumann confirmed that MAF Biosecurity were internally considering that it
may be a low level occurrence or potentially an initial false positive from the
trout sample.

Mr Teal noted that he had been involved in the preparation of applications to
the Ministry for the Environment’s “Fresh Start for Freshwater Clean Up”
Fund for Manawatu River ($7million over two years) and Lake Wairarapa
(approx $2million over two years) which was been comdmated by &
respective regional councils. 7

After further brief dlscussmn it was moved that

Carried

14.  Fish Licence Sales Report as at 22 Nm_rember 201
Mr Teal gave a brief overview of llcence sales as at«22 November 2011.

After brief discussion it was moved
It was then moved &
The Fish Licence and G
2011 be received. -

ji’cencgi?ﬁfes reporf as at 22 November

Strato Cotsilinis/Brad Johnson
Carried

15. Exgendlture Repm t!F lnancml Transactions
After brlef discussl6itit-was moved
the Expendtmre Report for 31 October 2011 and Financial Transactions

Strato Cotsilinis/Brad Johnson
Carried

publ1c1ty surrounding Hokowhitu Lagoon children’s fish out day, and funding
given to farmers to cull Canada geese.

17.  General Business
Licencing Research — brief discussion ensued on potential licence category
options being considered by NZ F&GC and how the data is used.




Lake Wairarapa Co-ordinating Committee — discussion ensued on the
letter from Greater Wellington Regional Council regarding the formalizing of
co-ordinating committee for Lake Wairarapa that would give comment and
advice to the Wairarapa Moana Governance Group. It was agreed to be part
of this and we would request the agenda and minutes for all previous
Governance Group meetings.

Branded Clothing — Mr Teal was requested to investigate options such as
jackets that Councillors could use when representing Council.

Annual Report - after discussion it was moved
That the 2010/11 Annual Report be approved _

Strato Cotsilinis/Rié
S o




Actions from 12 October 2011 Meeting

Action Responsibility | Concluded
Distribute timetable for the 2012 Fish & Game elections to Councillors Phil Pending

{and website) once this was known

Investigate branded clothing options such as jackets that Councillors Phil Underway

could use when represenling Council.

Mr Teal to seek clarification from Eye De (via NZ Council) as to when Phii Completed

AOL would be running effectively

Actions from previous Meetings
Action Responsmillty “Concluded

Qctober 2011

Staff to seek clarification for access to Waiterere and
Sanloft forests for duration of game season

Oclober 2011

th'Steve

Mr Teal to maintain a list of contact details thal could

be given to landholders of licencehelders willing to
assistin reducing Canada goose nuisance events

Qclober 2011

Seek a meeting with DOC Area Manager Wairarapa

lo discuss slrategic management issues.

Pending

Mr Teal o keep Councillors informed about possible
infection of Aeromanos salmonicola in the South
Island

Compleled

Qffer to be made for Wellington Fish & Game
Council's assistance In dealing with oiled wildiife near
Tauranga

%

Pending

A report on current stand tenure al Lake Ko:hata b

extension of tenure.

Phil

Not Completed

Discuss with hunters and Grealer Welllngton z
general and around the d&uck huriflngi'éé_g;slqn ini
particular

% August 2011

Phil

Pending

Hunters that had preinously been mvolved in-

willing orgamser

August 2011

Phil

Completed

A sub: commrtlee of Staff and Councﬂlors Tannock,
Neumann Morris. and Allen to meet to discuss
reseafél strategy énd projects for mallard
managemeént,

August 2011

Phil

Pending

A letter be sat't6 NZ Fish & Game Council asking
for their involvement in undertaking a substantive
criique of the research paper Surface Water
Allocation {NZ) and Retention of Adequate Flows to
Protect Salmonids and its implications for (misjuse in
the resource management forum,

June 2011

Phil

Not Completed

Invesiigate DoC Masterton being a potential sile for
hunters to pick up a key for Kilmore Lodge

June 2011

Phil

Not Completed

Investigate opportunilies fo provide weekly roundups
on radio shows

June 2011

Phil

Partially
completed

Lake Wairarapa Management Commillee to meet,

June 2011

Phil

Net Completed

10




and start communicating with permitted hunters

A lefter be sent to Councillor Laidtaw seeking his June 2011 Phil Martin Not Gompleted
posiiion on the issue of Reserve Management and

activiies (including retention of hunting and fishing)

A formal lelter be sent to Ralhmoy Game Preserve June 2011 Phil Completed
outlining the deadlines and issues regarding

fransparency

A detailed brief to be prepared that identifies April 2011 Phil Progressing
research in the factors affecting duck populations , (underway)
and hunter participation including social aspects, and

aspirations;

Further information be sought on numbers of April 2011 Phil sNot.Gompleted
Australasian harriers in NZ sincs their increased

protection in 1986 .

Establish precise potential landing sites, camping April 2011 Phil “Not Completed
sites and potential beals on the Upper Rangilikei e

River s
Information be gathered on the operational protocols | April 2011 _Gompleted

for the barrage gates at Lake Wairarapa, consent

information, and records of historical lake levels I

Staff and Councillor (Cotsilinis) fo fly the river and April 2011 Pending

establish potential beats. Additionally consult with
Jack MacKenzie.

"
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5 DEC 201

COTTON'KELLY |

ALTYET & ASS AN

it

“\{ ‘{\,‘r £ 06 354 3685

1)1 | i 1004 354 3687
PO Box 5257

B
Unit 6, Northcote Office Park
98 Grey Shreel, Palmerston Morth, 4410

28 November 2011 F 13 admin@oudiors.co.nz
www,audifois.co.nz

Martin Taylor, Council Chairman
Wellington Fish and Game Council
PO Box 1325

PALMERSTON NORTH

Dear Martin,

AUDIT OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2011

The audit has been completed and the signed audit report and financial statements have been returmned. The
audit progressed very well this year — it's always nice to work with Phil, Sue and Jilli.

We have conductéd our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (New Zealand), with
thie objective of expressing an opinion on the finattcial statements prepared by management in accordance
with generally accepted accounting practice in New Zealand. The engagement team and the firm have

complied with relevant ethical requirements regarding independence,

It is our responsibility to provide those charged with govérnance with timely observations arising from the
audit {hat are significant and relevant to the Council’s responsibility to oversee the financial reporting
process. This managenient letter allows us to communicate with those charged with governance as well as

management.

Based on significant findings and other matters which arose during the course of the audit, we have the
following comments and recominendations to make:

1. AUDIT REPORT

The Audit Report on the 2011 ﬁp,ang\ial statements and stateraent of service performance of the
Wellington Fish and Game Cquncil inclyded in the annual report Is an unqualified audit report and
contains no matters that the Council needs to consider further.

SUGGESTION ‘
That the Council notes the 2011 Audit Réport is inqualified.

That the Council acknowledges Cotton Kelly's responsibility to submit the Audit Report along with
the related financial statements and statement of service performance to the Auditor-General,

That the Council filfills iis responsibility fo submit the Audit Report along with the related financial
statemenis and statemient of service performance to Parliamen.

2.  LEGISLATIVE COMPLIANCE RESPONSIBILITIES

It is the responsibility of management, with the oversight of those charged with governance, fo
ensure that Wellirigton Fish and Game Council’s operations are conducted in Eiccordanée_' with the
provisions of laws and regulations, including compliance with the provisions of laws and regulations
that determine the reported amounts and disclosures in Wellington Fish and Game Cotincil’s
financin! statements. This includes, bt is not limited to, compliance with the Public Finance Act
1989, the Conservation Act 1987 and the Crown Entities Act 2004, ‘

|
12. f
!
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' CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS.'- L




There are a number of specific legislative provisions that we review each year as a result of our
requirements as auditor. However, the auditor is not résponsible for preventing non-compliance and
cannot be expected to detect non-compliance with all laws and regulations.

During the course of the audit this yedr, we noted no instances of non-compliance with the laws and
regulations that have come to our attention.

SUGGESTION

That the Council continues to monitor ifs compliance with all applicable legislative provisions.
FRAUD

The primary responsibility for the prevention and detection of fraud rests with both those charged
with governance of Wellington Fish and Game Council and mapagement, It is important that
management, with the oversight of these charged with governance, place a strong emphasis on fraud
prevention and fraud deterrence. This involves a commitment to creating a culture of honesty and
ethical behaviour which can be reinforced by an active oversight by those ¢harged with governance.

The auditor is responsible for obtaining reasonable assurance that the financial statements taken as a
whole are free from maferial misstatement, whether caused by fraud or error.

During our audit, we have not identified a fraud or ob_t_ainﬁd information that indicates that a fraud
may exist. Additionally, we have nof identified any ofher matters related to fraud that are, in our
judgement, relevant to the Council’s responsibilities that should be brought to the Council’s

attention.

SUGGESTION

That the Council continues to ensure that appropriate internal controls are in place for the
prevention and detection of fraud. That the Fish and Game Couricil's Policy oit Frand dated 14
December 2006 is reviewed with other policies on the 3-year or other appropiiate cycle.

REVIEW OF INTERNAL CONTROLS

Internal controls and appropriate ségregation of duties are a critical part of any accounting system.
These are the responsibitity of management, and the risks associated with any lack of segrégation of
duties must always be assessed lo ensure that the financial statements are free from material

misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

One of the key items to indicate that a check has occurred is the evidencing by use of a signature.
e.g. Invoices that are paid should be signed as approved for input info the system by a cheque
signatory as sightéd and approved, expenditure listings shovld be approved for payment, timesheets
signed as approved by the supervisor. The use of a signature by an “authorised” staff member
clearly shows that the transaction has occurred (goods or services received) or is approved for action

through the accounting system,

As part of the audit process we reviewed and enquired abont the accounting procedures and internal
control processes that are in place. Because of the inherent limitations of an audit, there is an
unavoidable risk that some material misstatements may not be detected, even though ihe audit is
properly planned and performed in accordance with New Zealand Auditing Standards.

During the audit, we have not identified any deficiencies in internal control.

SUGGESTION

That the Council appropriately reviews internal conirols and segregation of duties into inconie,
expenditure, and payroll systems.




5,

THE FISH AND GAME COUNCIL’S ACCOUNTING POLICIES, ACCOUNTING
ESTIMATES & FINANCIAL STATEMENT DISCLOSURES

(a) DISCLOSURE OF GROSS, RATHER THAN NET INCOME & EXPENDITURE

)

©

We noted examples where income and expenditure for certain activities, such as the
ekpenses in Note 5 including Project 1112 Rangittkel Trout Fishery and 1113 River
Control Fishery, had been netted off in the income statement.

Some of these figures have been adjusted in the financial statements, and we re¢ommend
that in future years, Wellington Fish & Game Council should maintain this standard of
reporfing gross income and expenditure, This conforms fo the generally accepted
accounting principle of not netting off income and expenditure and provides more useful,
transparent information to the readers of the financial statements,

SUGGESTION

That the Cotncil enstres that gross income & expenditure are disclosed next year.

RELATED PARTIES

Tniteinatioial Financial Reporting Standards have established a wider definition of who is
captured when assessing conflicts of interest and related party {ransactions. All Counclltors
and Members of the Senjor Management of the Fish and Game Council must review any
relationships (and as a result transactions) that they or their close family have with
transactions incurred by the Fish and Game Council.

As the Council will be familiar with the OAG guidance on conflicts of interest, it is also
good to keep in mind the annual financial statements disclosure requirements, which
inchide the dollar amounts. We have discussed this with the Fish and Game Council during
the audit and the appropriate disclosures have been made in the financlal statemients.

SUGGESTION

That the Coimeil veviews related pariies as a result of transactions on a contimions and
formally docimented basis throughout the year along with conflicts of inferest.

BUDGET
As discussed in our managemeat letter last year, we identified two significant items in the
Wellington Fish & Gaine Council’s statement of financial performance that were not

appropriately included in the annual approved budget: Rangitikei Fish Monitoring and
Employee Entitlements.

Rangitikel Fish Mouitoring

This liability is related to the Agreement between Wellington Fish & Game Council and
Genesis Power Limited dated 2002, The money received each year is increasing the
balance of this income in advance account as the money has not yet been spent for specific
research monitoring such as exiracting the ofoliths from the juvenile trout for the
microchemistry analysis and other projects identified by management.

The budget was $0 as adopted in the Annual Plan for the balance of Rangitikei Fish
Monitoring as at 31 August 2011, which was slightly modified in the Annval Report. Next
year, the current balance can be increased by budget income and decreased by budget
expenses, to arrive at a budget for the balance as at 31 August 2012.

14




Employee Entitlements

In the Statement of Financial Position, there is a budget of $15,000 for the balance of
Employee Entitlements as at 31 August 2011. This budgeted amount may not be entirely
appropriate considering the prior year balance of $48,121 as well as (in hindsight) the year

end actual balance of $61,088,

SUGGESTION

That the Council veviews the 201172012 Awmual Plan and considers approving an
adjusiment {o the approved budget for depreciation (if necessary).

6. OTHER MATTERS ARISING FROM THIS YEARS AUDIT

@

(@)

(@

(@)

CONTRACTS

As identified in the audit last year, we requésted an employment ¢onfract for a current
employee, which was provided unsigned by the employee,

SUGGESTION

That the Cowmncll and Managenient ensure ihal employee records hichide sigiied
enrp!ayment coniracts.

GST ON TRAVEL REIMBURSEMENTS

During the andit, we noted that GST has been claimed on fiavel reimbursements, However,
GST cannot be deducted from these mileage payments and should be coded as a GST

exempt fransaction.

SUGGESTION

That the Council ensures that GST is not claimed on travel reimbursements fo staff and
Councillors.

ANNUAL LEAVE LIABILITY

We have reviewed the Employee Entitlements balance as at 31 August 2011 and are
satisfied that all disclosures made are supporied by appropnate documentation. After
discussion with Phil, we acknowledge that management is actively working to reduce this

$61,088 liability.

SUGGESTION

That the Council and Management ensnre that the amual leave balance is addressed by
encouraging staff to take time off.

RWT EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE FROM IRD

During the andit we requested a copy of the Resident Withholding Tax (RWT) Exemption
Certificate from the IRD, however it was unable to be located.

SUGGESTION

That the Council and Management contact the IRD to obtain a copy of this letter and
maintain documentation of (his status.




(e)

Py = e e cre ) A A SR

MINUTES

Based on our review of the Minutes, we noted that some were not signed by the
Chairperson to indicate that they had subsequently been approved as a true and correct

record of the meeting,

SUGGESTION

In line with best practice, that the Council keeps an official copy of the Minutes sighed by
the Chairperson regularly as a tiue and corvect record of the meeting.

(} STATEMENT OF SERVICE PERFORMANCE
We have reviewed the statement of service performance prepared and are satisfied that all
distlosures made are supported by appropriate documentation.
SUGGESTION
That the Council and Management continie fo ensure appropriate procedures are in place
next year to capture all activities appropriately in the statement of service performance.

(g) SENSITIVE EXPENDITURE
We have reviewed the policies and procedures in place régarding sensitive expenditures and
are satisfied that all disclosures made are supported by appropriate documentation. As part
of our reporting requirements to the Auditor-General we reviewed specific expenses that we
considered to be sensitive by their nature.
SUGGESTION
That the Council contivines to have close oversight in accordance with the Sensitive
Expenditure Policy,

CONCLUSION

Please pass on our thanks to Phil, Sue and Jilli for their cooperation and support during the audit,

If you have any questions with respeét to the items contained in this letter please do not hesitate to contact
us. We are’available to complete your audit again next year.

Yours sincerely,

Mt~

Viv Coiton
Partner
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WELLINGTON AND TARANAKI FISH & GAME COUNCILS

The Chairmen,
Wellington and Taranaki Fish & Game Councils

POLICY ON FRAUD

1. Conflict of Interest.
T am not aware of any conflict of interest with respect to this matter. As your Manager is
both the author of this paper and the holder of the office most likely to come under

question in any case of fraud, Council should independently satisfy itself of the adequacy
and veracity of this paper.

2. Purpose.
This paper is to propose a formal statement of Policies and Procedures for these Councils
to address the issue of Fraud. While the Policy is an Operational Policy, and therefore the
Manager’s to make, Councils’ endorsement of it is nevertheless sought.

3. Background.
The appearance of this paper is not occasioned by any known or suspected fraud.
However, in the Audit Arrangements Letter to each Council dated 30 October 2006,
Audit New Zealand noted as follows, under the heading “Arcas of Audit Emphasis.”

“3.4 New auditing standard on fraud.

... The responsibility for the prevention and detection of fraud rests with management
through the implementation and continued operation of adequate internal control systems.

Fraud Policy.,
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The Auditor-General expects that every public entity should formally address the matter
of fraud, and formulate an appropriate policy on how to minimize it and (if it occurs) how
it will be dealt with.

A fraud policy should include, as a minimum, these key elements:

¢ A system for undertaking regular reviews of transactions, activities or locations
that may be susceptible to fraud.

» Specifications for fully documenting what happened in a fraud and how it is to be
managed.

» The means for ensuring that every individual suspected of committing fraud
(whether they are an employee or someone external to the entity) is dealt with in
the same manner.

¢ The principle that every effort is to be made to gather sufficient reliable evidence
to support a prosecution, and that every case of fraud will be referred to the
appropriate law enforcement agency with a view to prosecution.

» The principle that recovery of the lost money or other property will be pursued
wherever possible and practicable.

Management of a public entity needs to be clear on its attitude towards fraud, and make
its employees (and those who transact with the entity) aware of that attitude (including an
awareness of the consequences of transgressing). The only satisfactory way of
communicating that attitude within the entity is by issuing a formal statement of policies
and procedures to everyone in the entity.”

4. Relevant Definitions.

Fraud is defined in the Pocket Oxford Dictionary as “criminal deception, dishonest
artifice or trick.” It can be regarded not only as the inappropriate taking of the entity’s
money or property, but also as steps to disguise the fact that the taking has occurred.

Public Entity can be defined for the purposes of this paper as including the Wellington
and Taranaki Fish & Game Councils respectively.

5. Proposed Policy Statement.

5.1 Objective. The prevention of loss of assets of the Wellington and Taranaki Fish
& Game Councils by Fraud.

5.2.1 Poliey 1. There will be zero tolerance of Fraud.

5.2.2 Policy 2. Fraud represents serious misconduct and is grounds for termination of
employment or of working relationship.

5.2.3 Policy 3. Any fraud detected will be subject to action for recovery of lost money
or property, and will be referred to the Police who may consider prosecution.
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3.3.1

53.2

5.3.3

534

5.3.5

5.3.6

53.7

53.8

6.

Procedure 1. All payments are subject to the Manager’s specific signed
approval. All income can be verified against Licence books and invoices.
Reviews of all transactions are catried out by the Manager on a monthly basis.
Details of all transactions, and of bank balances, are disclosed to Council in
meeting agendas every 2 months. A schedule of assets is maintained for
inspection at any time.

Procedure 2. As additional assurance to the manager’s procedures outlined
above, the Council’s auditors may, as part of their annual audit or on request,
review and verify transactions on a sample basis.

Procedure 3. In any suspected case of Fraud the Council will be advised
immediately. A full Fraud Report will be compiled as soon as possible, to
describe in as much detail as possible the Fraud itself, and the circumstances in
which it became suspected or discovered. This report will be compiled by a party
independent of any allegations.

Procedure 4. Any person suspected of involvement in Fraud against the
Wellington and Taranaki Fish & Game Councils will firstly be advised of this,
secondly will have their employment by or working relationship with Fish &
Game suspended immediately, and thirdly will be provided with a copy of the
Fraud Report. Finally, they will be advised that Police investigation, prosecution,
and reparation will be pursued.

Procedure 5. The Council will consider the Fraud Report and any associated
recommendations including actions to recover loss, referring the matter to the
Police for action, and gathering sufficient reliable evidence to support
prosecution.

Procedure 6. Where a suspected case of Fraud is not proved, or is shown not to
have occurred, the individual(s) involved will have their employment or working
relationship fully restored without loss of accrued entittements.

Procedure 7. Where an allegation of Fraud is upheld, the suspension of the
individual(s) concerned will immediately be converted in writing to permanent
termination.

Procedure 8. The Manager respects and trusts his staff’s integrity, and behaves
as an employer in such a way as to minimize the likelihood of Fraud.

Recommendation.

That Wellington and Taranaki Fish & Game Councils receive advice of the Manager’s
Fraud Policy dated 14 December 2006, endorsing their support for it as part of the
Manager’s suite of Operational Policies.

P H Hill,
Manager
14 December 2006
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MANAGEMENT REPORT
For the Period 19 November 2011- 31 January 2012

SPECIES MANAGEMENT

1111 Sportsfish Population Monitoring
Preparation for 2011/12 sportsfish programme undertaken.

Drift dived Waikanae River in December. UNttok drift dives as weather allowed with many rivers
having water clarity foo poor to dive.

1112 Rangitikei Trout Fishery Management

Met with Walking Access Commission who continue to discuss restrictions imposed in the Upper
Rangitikei River by NZ Defence Force. While they have written to HQ NZ Defence seeking an
operational arrangement for anglers to be able to access the river bed and bank, they are not
receiving any responses to engage in dialogue. Awaiting response and confirmation of any

potential practical solutions.

Have met briefly with iwi landowner o maintain contact regarding issues. Confirmed access
arrangements to Mangamaire River have changed but may become even more restricted.

1113 River Control Fishery Assessment
Scheme reviews are being considered within the programme defined by Greater Wellington

Regional Council.

1114 Gamebird Population Assessment

Trend counts undertaken to paradise shelduck, and black swan in region. Conducted helicopter
flight on Lake Wairarapa and fixed wing flights of Manawatu, Horowhenua, Wairarapa and the
Central hill country counting paradise shelduck and goose and swan. Results will be presented at
February Council meeting with recommendations for season conditions

1121 National Game Harvest Survey
Nothing to report. :

1161 Trout Liberations
Liaised with Eastern region F&G regarding fish orders for 2011/12.

Continued to work with DOC Turangi to secure fish from Turangi hatchery in late January — up to
three loads — one for Capital Trout Cenfre (standing order) and part load for Centennial Lagoon,
Palmerston North. Investigating alternative transport arrangements for latter.

1171 Season Regulations
Provided recommendations to NZ Council who provided preliminary advice to DoC Officials and

the Minister. Draft regulations and booklet have been developed and awaiting final
recommendations.

1172 Keep and Release Approvals (Game Preserves)
Met with Game Preserve operator regarding renewing permit.

1181 Bird Dispersal
Several permits to disturb/kill paradise shelduck received. Discontent continues amongst many

landowners with nuisance issues continuing with similar frequency but less severity.

1182 Canada Goose
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Minister of Conservation granted $100,000 to Federated Farmers — focus of this grant was on
South Island operations. Newspaper reports provide an estimate only. Control operations
undertaken by farmers at Lake Wairarapa wers reported to be 1500-2000 culled in early January.

HABITAT PROTECTION / MAINTENANCE

1211 Resource Management General

ONE PLAN - Update of Current Position:

Formal mediation continued through until the end of October and exploration of draft rule options
to enable issues to be resolved. There was considerable effort to achieve outcomes that would
avoid taking issues to the Environment Court. While sign-off of all parties was achieved on many
aspects of the plan (and are now resolved), some key elements in sections of biodiversity, land
use, and water quality are not fully resolved.

DoC have been taking the lead on the biodiversity section but have cast doubt as to whether they
are wavering on some planning aspects of the appeal — not at a technical level (with operational
staff unambiguous in position) but at a management level, :

During mediation we have also refined key points of view of principal parties that will be
appearing in the Environment Court and we required some additional technical experts to review
or refute positions. There has been some difficulty in obtaining experts who have: (a) the
theoretical and practical technical knowledge to present as experts, (b) are prepared to present
on agricultural industry issues, and (c) are able to be released by their organisational employer.
We now have a very competent team of experts, planners, and iegal advisors. Other parties
have information that would be very useful in assisting detail discussions such as defining key
numerical parameters with respect to reducing nutrient leaching rates etc. The release of there
reports are currently being withheld so we have had to request these through court order direction
that has required additional legal assistance. There have also been some issues on potential
issues on technical expert representation that has required further legal clarification

The recent announcement that Hawke's Bay, Horizons and Greater Wellington Regional
Councils, as well as DOC will form a strategic alliance, only serves to highlight the importance of
the precedent value of the One Plan.

The Environment Court has set the timetable for the Court Hearings (starting in February), as well
as the expert causing and evidence exchange that are now standard practice prior to reaching
Court. These timetables are tight which has required our evidence to be prepared over the late

December and early danuary period.

Projection of Future Action :
Principal focus for Fish & Game will be on the Land Use and Water Chapters whers issues are

not resolved. These will be heard in the Environment Court as some parties have reserved
positions or have not accepted alternative approaches. We will continue to provide planning
advice on the Biodiversity chapter and await advice from DoC on how they intend to proceed.

Kapiti Coast Water Take -~ Waikanae River

Discussing options available to KCDC as a response to potential increased algal growth (which is
the most significant potential effect). The current preferred proposal is to take water from the
river for town supply and recharge the river at the same rate with groundwater.

An alternative peer review was pretty scathing of some of the conclusions made using the
experimental approach by NIWA in their assessment of effects.

o Makuri River — Puketoki Wind Farm —~ Mighty River Power proposal — main issues here
will be sediment input from construction and access roads, and water take from tributary
for concrete construction. Submission made in opposition to works to ensure conditions
adequately protect the rivers from sediment input. It is likely that we will negotiate these
relatively quickly and have meetings planned with MRP in near future. Hearing planned
for March.
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Section 96 submission in opposition to the Feilding Wastewater Treatment Plant consent
application. Pre hearing discussions continue.

Fish and Game siaff have been working with Hutt CC regarding the Silverstream weir on
the Hutt River. The weir has slowly degraded in the past 12 months to the point now
where it is likely to be impeding fish migration upstream. it was anticipated that
amnelioration works organised by MWH consuliants would start in late January.

Taratahi Water Race — preliminary discussions continue for the renewal of water
take/diversion for irrigation purposes. Carterton water race — also preliminary
discussions taking place.

Rangitikei District Plan review which Fish & Game submitted on has been put ‘on hold' to
alfow technical review.

Waitangi Stream Waiouru —consent application for an overflow condition is being
discussed, We would prefer to obtain suitable conditions than going to hearing — as the
proposed ‘normal condition’ consent is workable.

Visited on site with Horizons to look at Hautapu River willow clearance — downstream of
where the “illegal” clearance occurred three years ago. Options are being discussed to
avoid or minimise effects.

Global consent sought by NZTA for works around bridges and culverts on state
highways — and seeking Fish & Game's input prior to applications.

Carterton Wastewater Treatment — hearing has been adjourned with comments made
that effects may not have been minimised to less than significant which would mean
decline of consent.

Application for revision of consents to discharge into Mangatainoka River for wet gravel
extraction.

Shannon Wastewater — pre-hearing meetings continue with options for disposal being
the main change and still relying on dilufion in the Manawatu River to minimise effects.

Castle Hill Wind Farm — Genesis Energy proposal —how lodged.

1213 Trout Habitat (Didymo, Pest Fish etc)
Sampled two rivers in northern Wairarapa for Didymo .

1222 Lake Wairarapa Habitat

Made comments on GWRG application (after initial submission) for Clean Up fund for Lake
Wairarapa ($1.3million) which is being managed by Ministry for the Environment {$9 Million over
two years total available). There Is still not an overall plan to address underlying causes to

habitat degradation.

1231 Wetland Habitat _
Liaised with site managers that had received funding from Gamebird Habitat stamp.

Have ten further requests for assistance which will be progressed as soon as possible.

LICENCE HOLDER PARTICIPATION
1123 Angler Opinions & Participation
Nothing to report.

1124 Hunter Opinions & Participation
Nothing to report.
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1311  Angler Access :

Working in with Walking Access Commission to investigate an angler information GIS layer that
can be put on the WAMS mark 1l version. This would have an angler access point indicated and
information (incl. photo) pop up with cursor.

[nvestigating request for stopping road near Utiku (Taihape) — practical access may be difficult.

A site near Woodville requires clarification of practical and legal access — Walking Access
Commission will be informed.

1312 Lake Wairarapa Hunter Access
Nothing to report.

1313 Hunter Access _
Issues refating to access restrictions placed by forest owners on the western Manawatu brought

to attention of staff,

1331 Magazine & Newsletter ,
» Preparing magazine and newsletter articles for game season.

1341 Information to Clients
* Completed Reet Life articles on a monthly basis — this is heing updated following new
service provider

» Sent out the weekly fishing report - made some modifications to ensure useful to anglers

+ Discussed website and content with NZ Council's Communication Manager. A new
website designer and web-manager has been and redesign of website has commenced.
Will ‘go live’ in early February.

1351 Hunter Training
Nothing to report

1361 Club Liaison
Invites to meetings noted. Hutt Valley Anglers looking at undertaking their fish out days with one

seminar per day to provide quality experience.

LICENCE DISTRIBUTION / SALES
1

611 Licencing
There were two agents that have overdue payments as at end January.

CONMUNITY ADVOCACY / LIAISON

1411 Advocacy and Liaison
Have had numerous meetings with regional councils, and other groups regarding a range of
issues such as access, funding, wetlands, planting.

Manawatu Accord meeting met to provide annual review of what has been achieved in cleaning
the river up. Of note was the discussion on the funding application for the Clean Up Rivers Fund
which requires demonstration of collaboration. Application made for $7 million over 2 years.

1412 lwi Liaison
Had meeting with Rangitaane o Manawatu.

1441 Public Awareness
Press releases and responses to media as required.
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1442 Public Promotions Centennial Lagoon
Secured funding on hehalf of Manawatu Angling Club to assist in funding of this event. Evenf was
very successful again and gained a lot of positive publicity from young anglers and the wider

community.

LAW ENFORCENMENT

1511 Compliance
Nothing to report

1521 Ranger Management
¢ Provided two newsletters to update on issues.

COUNCIL COMNMITTEE / CLUB SERVICING

1711 Council General
Completed requirements for Council meeiing.

PLANNING , REPORTING,

1811 Management Plan & Policy
Undertook review of Fraud Policy as requested by auditors.

1821 Annual Plan & Budget
Undertook more detailed project planning to assist in detailed planning for staff.

1831 Annual Report & Audit
Undertook Annual reporting requirements and liaison with Auditors,

NATIONAL ISSUES

1841 National Liaison
Reported hack financial information to NZ F&G Council.

1842 National Projects (Guides Licence efc)
Nothing to report

1843 Fish & Game Research
Research proposal from Associate Professor Russell Death to investigate the effects of deposited
sediment on invertebrates and instream life using Wellington region rivers for study.

1845 New Zealand Fish & Game Council (Minutes etc)

REGULATORY

Indicated to NZ Council staff likely changes to Hunting Reaulations for 2012 Season
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WELLINGTON FISH AND GAME COUNCIL

The Chairman
Wellington Fish and Game Council

FISHING LICENCE SALES TO 27" JANUARY 2012

1. Purpose

The purpose of this paper is to advise Council of this seasons fishing licence and
game licence sales figures as of the 27™ January 2012 no decision other than to

receive the paper is required

Sue Wray
Office Manager

277 January 2012
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SCHEDULE B |

FISH LICENCE SALES AS AT 27 JANUARY 2012

L Agenls Using Agency-Onlfine | 08/07 Fish 07/08 Fish 08/09 Flsh 09/10 Fisk!10/11 FIsh{ 11112 FiIsh % Tola)
NORTHERN MANAWATU - Talhape, Marton, Hunterville LEQ 253.1 276.3 290.2 227.7 258.4 55.5] 21
Rangitikel Rods & Rifles Marton 423 42.0 43.0 424 30y 0.0 0
Farmlands Marlon Marton 0.0 4.2 43 ig 3.0 0.0 0]
Tahape Sports Taihapa 192.5 170.1 186.7 153.7 179.3 55.5 3
Terala Fishaway Taihape 17.8 14.8 16.3 9.3 114 0.0 a
Taylors 1998 Limited Hunterville 9.3 119 16.4 10.1 19.3 0.0 0
Up The Creek River Cenlre Mangaweka 233 22.3 236 11.2 14.7 0.0 0
FEILDING LEQ 162.8 186.5 133.6 1424 120.7 16.8 13
DJ's Sporls Pawer Feilding 9.4 8.4 5.7 8.1 4.8 0.0 H
Tumers Sportsworld Felding 143.5 141.6 i21.8 134.3 124.9 16.8 13
PALMERSTON NORTH LEQ 762.7 $60.4 9471 913.1 881.0 446.3 51
Manawatu Hunling and Fishing Palrnerslon North 6728 759.4 7328 763.6 735.9 402.0 55
Hamills Palmerston Norlh Palmerston North 130.1 1378 154.8 105.3 110.2 0.0 ¢
Wellington Fish and Game Couneil Palmerston Norh 14.8 20.9 31.0 32.3 335 44.3 132
Rebel Sport Palmarston Norlh 44.9 41.0 285 11.8 0.0 0.0

Smith City Southem Lid Palmersion North 0.0 1.2 0.0 0.0, 0.0 0.0

Adventure Services Palmerston Norlh 0.0 0.0
Reelhunlers Bail & Tackle Palmession Norh 14 00 0
LEVIN LEQ 63.8 42.7 429 328 22,6 10.0 44
Farmlands Levin Levin 0.0 1.0 0.0 28 1.0 0.0 3]
Sportsworld Levin Levin 63.8 1.7 42.9 303 215 100 46
KAPITI COAST LEQ 67.9 160.2 145.7 147.3 128.2 0.0 0
Olaki Hunting & Fishing Olaki 25.9 139.6 121.6 129.8 110.1 0.0 0
Stiding Sporis Kapill Paraparaumu 42.0 206 241 17.5 18.1 0.0 0,
WELLINGTON LEQ 545.5 477.8 b8r.4 686.3 6214 428.3 58
Hutt Valley Hunling and Fishing NZ Lower Hult 418.3 3354 4262 428.4 376.5 2774 74
The Sporls Den Lowei Hutt 357 58.1 29.1 20.7 13.5 0.0 ]
Maidslonse Sporls Limiled Upper Huli 69.4 67.0 45.5 421 36.1 7.2 20,
Upper Hutt Gun Shop Upper Hutt 178 13.2 131 54 9.6 0.0 Q
New Zealand Fish & Game Council Wellinglon 4.3 4.1 58 00 0.0

Hamillg Wellinglon 67.7 189.6 191.7 1437 75
Mainly Hunling Welinglon 1.8 116 0.0 0.0
NORTHERN WAIRARAPA - Dannevirke, Ekelahuna, Pahlatua, Woodville [LEQ 1046 1047 8.7 70.0 83.3 208 25
Farmlands Dannevirke Dannevirke 58.4 65.3 54.6 41.2 49.8 0.0 0
| Sporisworld Dannevirke Danngvirke 24 8.0 333
Ekatahuna Information Centre Ekelahuna 10 6.6 2.0 1.9 4.6 0.0 Ly
Farmlands Pahiatua Pahiatua 3.2 236 15.0 13.6 15.6 7.8 49
Tararua |-Sile Woodville 12.0 9.2 6.6 6.5 10.9 5.2 48
Telford Timber & Hardware Woodville 11.5 6.8, 0.0
MASTERTON T |LEQ ISR 384.3 283.3 3094 297.8 143.3 48
King and Henry Limited Maslerlon 81.0 49.3 30.9 46.6 48.2 36.6 78
Walrarapa Hunling and Fishing Maslerton 260.7 3351 252.4 262.6 2494 106.7 43
SOUTHERN WAIRARAPA LEQ 39.9 48.1 38.6 36.6 27.8 0.0 0
Adamsons Service Station Feathersion 10.7 124 2.3 154 8.7 0.0 Q
Farmlands Greylown Greylown 6.2 14.5 6.9 52 28 0.0 4]
Pain and Kershaw Mitre 10 Limited Martinborough 228 21.2 224 16.0 18.3 0.0 0
Quldoor Supplies Carledon 0.2 0.0 0
FOXTON LEQ 0.8 1.9 0.0 0
Plonger Quitfitters [Foxton 0.8 1.9 0.0 0
DIRECT LEQ 552.8 604.3 730.3 7641 783.6 818.0 104
Inlernet Sales 4264 476.8 601.6 684.3 7383 796.7 108
Mali Order 11561 123.0 1207 732 43.4 19.0 44
Phona Order 114 4.5 8.0 6.5 1.9 23 121




SCHEDULE C
Fish Licence Sales 27 JANUARY 2012
06/07 Fish 07/08 Fish 08108 Fish Flsh 09/10 Fish 10/§1)Fish 11/12% Total
NORTHERMN MANAWATU - Tailape, Marton, Huntervllle LEQ 2531 278.3 2490.2 22T.7 2684 £5.5 21.5
FEILDING LEQ 152.8 156.5 1335 142.4 129.7 16.8 13.0
PALMERSTON NORTH LEQ 762.7 960.4 847.1 913.1 881.0 446.3 51
LEVIN LEG 63.8 42,7 42.9 329 22.5 10.0 44
KAPITI COAST LEQ 67.9 160.2 145.7 147.3 128.2 0.0 0
WELLINGTCN LEQ 6545.6 477.8 BB7.4 €856.3 627.4 428.3 68
NORTHERN WAIRARAPA - Dannevirke, Eketahuna, Pahlalua, Woodvlile LEQ 104.6 104,7 88,7 70.0 83.3 20.8 25
|MASTERTON LEQ M7 384.3 283.3 309.1 297.6 143.3 48
SOUTHERN WAIRARAPA LEQ 39.9 48.1 38.6 36.6 21.8 0.0 0
FOXTON LEQ 0.8 1.9 0.0 0
DIRECT LEQ 552.9 604.3 730.3 784.1 783.6 818.0 104
2884.9 32154 3287.7 3330.2 3241.5 1939.0 376.3

0
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WELLINGTON FISH AND GAME, COUNCIL

The Chairman
Wellington Fish and Game Council

EXPENDITURE REPORT/FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS

Recommendations
1. Expenditure Report for 3157 December 2011

2. That Financial Transactions for November and December 2011 be approved.

Sue Wray & Jilli Steedman
Office Manager
27" JANUARY 2012




FISH & GAME NZ - WELLINGTON REGION
Statement of Income & Expenditure for Period ended 311122011

Nov-Dec  Nov-Dec VARIANCE ANNUAL
ACTUAL BUDGET YTD ACTUAL YTD BUDGET (%5} BUDGET

INCOME

Licence Sales [LEQ's sold not Income recelved)

Game Licence Sales 0 0 0 0 0 $ 261,049
LEQ 0 ] 0 0
Fish Licence Sales 5 5934 85471.44 § 185765 $227,955.78 0 § 316,609
LEQ 542 892 1939 2379
Other 0 4]
interest $  346.00 1] 3 815 § - $ 16,155
Other (less Levy) -$  693.75 0 -5 694 -§ 694 -8 2,775
Total income § 51586 § 85471 0% 185916 § 227262 § 591038
PROJECT EXPENDITURE
Specles Management
Sporis Fish Monttoring 2323 11308 5199 14828 -65 77693
Gamebird Population Moniloring 3373 729 6500 129 792 50653
Angler & Hunter Surveys 1075 3209 1428 6126 -7 15990
Trout Liberations 247 875 1723 1125 -253 10859
Season Regulations 74 1459 2117 1751 4| 5543
Keep & Release Approvals [} 0 0 583 -i00 £83
Gamebird Dispersal 302 1334 1373 26608 -49 7710
Habitat Protection
Resource Managament 30826 20037 79930 40074 99 122852
Lake Walrarapa Habitat & Access 2186 8126 5947 15461 -62 32068
Wetland Enhancement 371 2971 788 5354 -85 17232
Trout Reservolrs 5000 0 5000 5734 -13 7750
ParticIpailon
Angler Accass 853 4070 2576 7702 87 20335
Hunler Accass 1222 3709 3298 5814 -43 26109
Information lo Clienls 13405 3866 17930 17763 1 50737
Hunter & Angler Trainlng 111 B3 197 -355 -155 1067
Club Llaison 1260 729 2265 1750 29 5835
Kilmere Lodge -26 0 -52 ] 0
Public Interface
Liaison & Advocacy 4550 959 9503 42514 124 7209
Public Awareness 2654 5938 3779 10189 -B3 12669
Public Promotlons 1408 167 8756 334 2522 5452
Compllance
Ranger Managemen 2743 1042 3792 4418 -14 11189
Compliance 1307 1459 2297 3847 -37 9627
Llcencing
Llcenclng and Agents 2641 4475 2685 6309 -61 16243
Counchl
Council 2113 6230 6252 10460 -40 20047
Planning & Reporting
Planning & Reporling ) 222 14918 6201 19878 -69 32422
National Lialson 1215 2334 3168 4522 -30 13857
Project Tofal 81514 97025 0 182632 188365 2305.2679 \] 591038
OVERHEADS
Salaries 41722 57084 87307 116988 -29 344860
Slaff Expenses 385 1334 4587 6266 -93 14700
Office Premises 5689 6807 11982 14216 22 43050
Office Equipment 448 500 1559 999 -10 3000
Communications/consumables 1883 2684 3928 5366 -30 16100
General 1543 1082 2727 7314 -75 13150
Vehicles 3399 o777 10381 19554 52 58655
55049 80288 0 152471 170683 -311 0 493315
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Current Period
November / December 2010

External : Internal

Species Management Costs Hours Cosls Income  |Nett Costs
1111 Sports Fish Population Assessment - i 45 2,853 - 2,853
1112 Rangitikei Trout Fishery - 4 254 - 254
1113 River Control Fishery - 0 - - -
1114 Gamebird Population Assessment - 41 2,509 - 2,589
1122 National Hunter Survey - 0 - - -
1123 Regional Angler Survey - 0 - - -
1124 Regional Hunter Survey - 0 - - -
1161 Trout Liberations - 27 1,712 - 1,712
1171 Season Regulations - 41 2,699 - 2,599
1172 Keep & Release Approvals - 0 - - -
1181 Gamebird Dispersal - 20 1,268 - 1,268
Habitat Protection
1211 Resource Management Act 64,679 541.5| 34,329 |- 48,802 50,105
1212 Habitat Advocacy - 12 761 - 761 |
1222 | ake Wairarapa Habitat 383 421 2,663 - 3,045 |.
1223 JK Donald Drain Clean - 8 380 - 380
1224 JK Donald Access - 0 - - -
1231 Wetland Enhancement - 0 - - -
1232 Habitat Management Opportunities - 0 - - -
1233 Trout Reservoir Feasibility & Mgt - 0 - - -
Participation
1311 Angler Access 114 27 1,712 - 1,826
1312 Lake Wairarapa Hunter Access - 46.5 2,948 - 2,948
1313 Hunter Access Permils - 0 - - -
1314 Contestable Funding Access - 0 - - -
1331 Magazine & Newsletters 1 17] 1,078 - 1,078
1341 Information fo Licenceholders 207 28 1,775 - 1,982
1342 Lapsed parlicipants * Newsletter - 0 - - -
1351 Hunter Training, Lake Omanu - 1 63 - 63
1354 Junior Fish Training - 0 - - -
1361 Club Liaison - 12 761 - 761
1371 Kilmore Lodge - 0 - |- 26 |- 26
Public Interface
1411 Advocacy & Liaison - 69)] 4374 - 4,374
1412 Iwi Liaison - 1 63 - 63
1441 Public Awareness 80 4 254 |- 4 329
1442 Public Promotions Centenial Lagoon 1,321 113] 7,164 - 8,484
1443 Promotions - 0 - - -
Complaince
1511 Ranger Management 24 0 - - 24
15621 Ranger Training 124 0 - - 124
1531 Compliance - 18 1,141 |- 371 770
Licencing
1611 Licencing - 0 - - -
1621 Licence Agents - 0 - - -
Council
1721 Council 786 54] 3,423 - 4,209
Planning f Reporting
1811 Management Planning - 0 - - -
1821 Annual Plan - 6 380 - 380
1831 Annual & Gther Reporting 3,837 26 2,282 - 6,119
1841 National Liaison - 24] 1,522 - 1,522
1842 National Projects - 8 507 - 507

71,555 1244| 78,865 |- 49,303 101,116

¢
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Year to Date
November / December 2010

YTD YTD

External . |Internal [YTD YTD Nett
Species Management Costs YTD Hours |Cosls Income  |Costs
1111 Sports Fish Population Assessment 875 75| 3,965 - 4,640
1112 Rangitikei Trout Fishery 240 7 365 - 805
1113 River Centrol Fishery - 5 185 - 185
1114 Gamebird Population Assessment - 132 5,972 - 5,072
1122 National Hunter Survey - 26 964 - 964
1123 Regional Angler Survey - 3 111 - 111
1124 Regicnal Hunter Survey - 0 - - -
1161 Trout Liberations - 35| 2,008 - 2,008
1171 Season Regufations - 43] 2,673 - 2,673
1172 Keep & Release Approvals - 0 - - -
1181 Gamebird Dispersal 43 27 1,527 - 1,570
Habitat Protection
1211 Resource Management Act 75,221 1088.75| 54,613 |- 48,902 80,932
1212 Habitat Advocacy - 18 983 - 883
1222 Lake Wairarapa Habitat 383 95| 4,627 - 5,010
1223 JK Donaid Drain Clean - 5] 380 - 380
1224 JK Donald Access - 0 - - -
1231 Wetland Enhancement - 10 371 - 371
1232 Habitat Management Opportunities - 0 - - -
1233 Trout Reservoir Feasibility & Mgt 5,000 0 - - 5,000
Participation
1311 Angler Access 114 50 2,564 - 2,678
1312 Lake Wairarapa Hunter Access - 51.5] 3,133 - 3,133
1313 Hunter Access Permits 1,037 0 - - 1,037
1314 Contestable Funding Access - 0 - - -
1331 Magazine & Newsleliers 8,121 95) 3,969 |- 275 11,814
1341 Information lo Licenceholders 207 100] 4,444 - 4,651
1342 Lapsed participants * Newsletter - 0 - - -
1351 Hunter Training, Lake Omanu - 4 175 - 175
1354 Junior Fish Training - 0 - - -
1361 Club Liaison - 46 2,021 - 2,021
1371 Kilmore Lodge - 0 - |- 52 |- 52
Public Interface
1411 Advocacy & Liaison - 192 8,933 - 8,933
1412 lwi Liaison - 1 63 - 63
1441 Public Awareness 161 74] 2,848 |- 26 2,982
1442 Public Promotions Centenial Lagoon 1,321 151 8,572 - 9,893
1443 Promotions - 0 - - -
Complaince
1511 Ranger Management 24 74f 2,743 - 2,767
1521 Ranger Training 124 0 - - 124
1531 Compliance - 571 2,587 |- 510 2,077
Licencing
1611 Licencing 2,567 0 - - 2,567
1621 Licence Agents - 2 74 - 74
Council - 0 - - -
1721 Council 786 111 5536 - 6,322
Planning / Reporting
1811 Management Planning - 0 - - -
1821 Annual Plan - 7 417 - 417
1831 Annual & Other Reporting 3,837 41 2,468 - 6,305
1841 National Liaison - 28 1,670 - 1,670
1842 National Projects 66 35] 1,508 - 1,574

99,926 2690.25| 132,471 |- 49,765 182,631
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NEW ZEALAND FEDERATION OF £ .
ERESHWATER ANGLERS (INC.) [ .

I wish to pass on my congratulations to both the Wellington Fish and
Game Council and the Manawatu Freshwater Anglers Club for the

outstanding contribution both organizations gave in organizing the
children’s fish out day on Sunday the 13" November at the centennial

lagoon.

The day was extremely well organized and run, and was a credit to all
those members who organized-the -function and took part on the day.
I’m sure, all families and children that participated on the day; went

home well pleased.

I would also like to pass on Federations thanks, for those who help
sponsor the day, without your contribution, the children would not

have enjoyed such an enjoyable exercise. .

Jim Hale .
New Zealand Federation of Freshwater Anglers.
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Fish and Game

Dear sit\madam

Re Mangatoro River
Weber\Lys Rd.Dannevirke.

I wish to address problems that have arisen on this river. I have fished this river all
my lifetime and am very concerned with the declining fish numbers. Having
spoken to you about the problem in years previous, no change has happened. For
the pressure it gets it is clearly not handling the no limit status you have on it. This
is one of our major spawning rivers. It is well known in early season that all big
fish are still there. (The Pahiatua fish carnival) has not been kind to this river as it
is the only one with the no size limit on it; hence the big fish consistently are
caught and kept. We need a size limit, and one fish limit placed on this river. I
know every landowner on this river and all would agree. This is our gem. The
clearest most beautiful river in our region and it has gone horribly back wards.

Secondly, self seeded willow trees are taking over huge areas of the upper reaches.
I have spoken with horizons who have sent their staff member Gordon Kugeleijn
to look at it. The money excuses have already started and not much else. These
two problems are in my opinion in need of urgent address, hence I am writing to
you.

I await your reply with anticipation.

Yours sincerely

Alistair McGregor
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Moult culls destroy 18,000 canada geese | Stuff.co.nz Page 1 of 1

The Timaen Wernld
timaruherald.conz
‘!w}f X --|.- Foatame '

Moult culls destroy 18,000 canada geese

FLEUR COGLE  Last updated 05:00 07/01/2012

Up to 18,000 canada geese have been desiroyed in a series of moult culls across the central South Island,

In the most recent cull, on Thursday, aboul 1500 birds at Wainono Lagoon were kilied, Federated Farmers
High Country farmer Simon Williamson said.

Before June, when.the birds lost their prolected stalus, Fish and Game had managed population numbers.
The birds are considered a pest because they eaf pasture and crops and foul paddocks and waterways.
Moult culls, using several methods, had been conducted at Ohau, Pukaki, Tekapo and Eliesmere, with
more planned for the area this month, Mr Willlamson said. A follow-up cull in April could be conducted if

necessary, he said.

During the birds" moult they are unable to fly and shelter on bodies of water. Culling methods depended on
the location, Mr Williamson said.

A helicopter and shooters were used at Wainono, he said.

Federated Farmers Soulh Canterbury president Willlam Rolleston said a government grant of $100,000 was
made as a one-off payment fo set up the cull programme throughout New Zealand.

The grant has been jointly paid by the Department of Conservation {DOC) and Ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry, attracting criticism from conservation groups which said half the "subsidy" had come from DOC at
a time of job cuts.

DOC programme biodiversity manager Kennedy Lange said DOC's role was to provide the relevant
authority for Federated Farmers to undertake the culls on public conservation land. The authorily included a
range of condilions to ensure public safety, animal welfare and legislative criteria were met, Mr Lange said.

Cults on DOG Jand would be taking place in the Upper Rangitata, Upper Rakaia and Ashburton Lakes basin
over the next couple of weeks, he said.

Central South Island Fish and Game officer Mark Webb said local Fish and Game had not been told about
the Wainono cull, but had heard about it.

- © Fairfax NZ News

~ 050
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EREE
Geese carcasses left to rot on lakeside after cull
17-Jan 17:23

By Jono Hutchlson

Recent culls of Canada Geese are believed to have killed up to 18,000 birds but the operatlion has
concerned some hunters.

They say Lake Ellesmere has been left in a mess with rotting carcasses on the lake edge.

But those involved in the culling operation say they did clean Lp.

i
“They've had over a week now fo clean up after the first cull, and there's birds that I've seen at different
levels of decomposition, which shows they've been there for quite a tong time, not just from the fast heli-cull "
says Hunter Tom Lanauze.

Federated Farmers, which has complained for years about the voracious birds eating grass and destroying
paslure, played a prominent role in the culls.

“Not a pleasant operation, obviously, but it had to be done and it's a successful operation. And now it's really
up o the recreational hunters to show us that they can control goose numbers,” says Simon Williamson from

the Federated Farmers.

Canada Geese were introduced as a game bird, but last year the Government agreed their population was
out of control, and reclassified them as a pest.

Mr Lanauze agrees there needed to be a cull, but says hundreds of carcasses have been left around the
lake,

“None of us were present, we volunteered to help with the cull but that was turned down, and obviously
seeing what's been left behind, would've liked to be able to contribute to at least helping in the clean-up,”
says Mr Lanauze.

Federated Farmers insists their clean-up recovered 99 percent of the carcasses.

“it is still an operation in progress, so if there are some that should turn up on the edge of a lake, we will
carry on picking them up,” says Mr Williamson.

Mr Lanauze took 3 News onto Lake Ellesmere to see some of the birds that had washed up on conservation
land, .

The Department of Conservation says it has not received any complaints about geese carcasses on public
land, but after 3 News told Doc about them, staff members were sent to check around the lake edge.

“Things do slip through the cracks, but unfortunately in this case what slipped through the cracks is
hundreds of dead geese washing up ashore, which is obviously not an ideal result,” says Mr Lanauze.

Both the hunters and Federated Farmers say they want to work together in the future, but some rufflad
feathers will have to be smoothed first.
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Geese cull success

GERALD PIDDOCK  Last updated 05:00 28/01/2012

Federated Farmers have completed their moult cull of canada geese, having disposed of about 18,000 birds.

The cull replaced ones previously done by Fish and Game, but did not preclude further culls by other groups or
individuals given the bird now has no legal protection.

Federated Farmers North Otago high country chairman Simon Williamson said the cull had been successful and
estimated between 5500-6000 geese had been culled from around Omarama, Mackenzie and South Canterbury.

"We've taken out about the same amount of birds that Fish and Game did when they did the culi using the same
methods."

He also rejected accusations that bird carcasses had not been collected from cull areas.
"Of the 18,000 birds that have been taken out, virtually all have been collected and disposed of."

The federation's high country chairman Graham Reed said that number did not take into account geese culled from
private control operations and individuals, unconnected to the farmer lobby group's geese control group, which wou
have pushed cull numbers higher.

"We also estimate the Scuth Island population of canada geese has been reduced to about 40,000 birds. That's sti
double what Fish & Game agreed to in the 1995 South Isfand canada goose management plan,”" Mr Reed said.

The cull was a combined operation involving high country farmers, Christchurch International Airport and assistance
from the Department of Conservation.

Mr Reed said canada geese were an aggressive environmental pest.

Without control, they would outcompete native waterfowl for food and nesting sites. They also posed a very real
threat to aviation.

"Canada geese also produce prodigious quantities of excrement that is not only full of bacteria, but is passed direct
into sensitive waterways like Lake Ellssmere."

They also competed with livestock for food and damaged pasture and crops.
"These birds have no redeeming qualities aside from providing sport for hunters.”

The cull was carried out using the same methods Fish & Game employed and followed Ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry guidelines, It had received $100,000 funding from the government.

Mr Reed said the federation hoped to establish a group to manage canada geese.
- © Fairfax NZ News
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Canada Geese moult cull ‘all but completed’

Home » National

Contributor:

(¢-))
Voxy News Engine

Friday, 27 January, 2012 - 12:49
A moult cull of Canada Geese in Canterbury has finished. While it replaced ones previously undertaken by

Fish & Game, it does not preclude further culls in South Island by the control group, individuals or groups

of organised hunters, given the bird has no legal protection.

“The cull of introduced Canada Geese was a combined operation Involving High Country farmers,
Christchurch International Airport and others. We also appreciated the assistance of the Department of

Conservation," says Graham Reed Federated Farmers High Country chairperson,

"Canada Geese are an aggressive environmental pest. Without control, they'll outcompete native

waterfowl for food and nesting sites. They also pose a very real threat to aviation.

"Canada geese also produce prodigious quantities of excrement that is not only full of bacteria, but is

passed directly into sensitive waterways like Te Waihora/Lake Ellesmere.

"For farmers, especially High Gountry ones, these birds add to our difficulties. They compele with our

stock for food and actively damage valuable pasture and crops.
"These birds have no redeeming qualities aside from providing sport for hunters,

"To replace Fish & Game's cull, the Government offered the contro! group we're part of, up to $100,000 for
a one-off programme. The cull was carried out using the same methods Fish & Game employed and was

done in accordance with Ministry of Agriculture & Forestry guidelines.

"We estimate around 18,000 geese have been accounted for but private control operations and

individuals, unconnected to our group, would have taken more.

"We also estimate the South Island population of Canada Geese has been reduced to about 40,000 birds.

That's still double what Fish & Game agreed to in the 1995 South Island Canada Goose Management

Plan.

"I nged fo stress that the sole objective of this programme, has been to get numbers down to a level that

recreational hunters will be able to maintain.
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"We've started reviewing the cull as part of reporting back to Government. There will be learning's we'il

take from what was a big operation. Laoking to the future, we're also on track io establish a permanent

group to manage Canada Geese.

"When we meet over the next six weeks, it will be with Government, alrport authorities, district and regional

councils as well as land owner groups. It will of course include recreational hunting groups too," Mr Reed

concluded.
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Face the facts - we aren't so green

MIKE JOY  Last updated 05:00 25/01/2012

OPINION: The enthusiastic response of Kiwis and many Government agencies to the Rena shipwreck
disaster was heartening.

A foreign-owned vessel messing up our environment and wildlife provoked a deep sense of injustice and
motivated many fo get involved in the clean-up.

But sadly, this remarkable response really just serves fo highlight our denial of the real environmental
disaster that we are increasingly desperately avoiding.

If only New Zealand's real "worst ever" environmental disaster was so well publicised, officially
acknowledged and stimulated such urgent action. And if only our real disaster was so easily fixed and even
better that everyone could be involved its remediation.

Unfortunately, uniike the Rena disaster, the true environmental and biodiversity catastrophe is so pervasive
it cannot be cleaned up by teams of volunteers; rather its cure will involve a total rethink of what we accept

as being "good for the economy”.

At present, any economic gain is considered a great thing, regardless of the losses infiicted on the
environment or society; neither of which are counted or even mentioned. To have a fulure, we must grow up
as a nation and begin to take into account the losses inflicted on our natural capital.

Most Kiwis perceive our couniry as clean and green, and this perception is shared by the rest of the world,
although doubls are creeping in.

Clean and green is what defines us; it is fundamental to differentiating New Zealand from geographically
closer competitors in world markets.

So, the perceplion and the reality of environmental health and sustainability are essential to a secure
economic future and we trash it at our peril.

Unfortunately, a "hands-off' approach by successive governments in the past few decades means we have
slipped a iong way towards the bottom of the heap.

This news will come as a bombshsl! to most Kiwis; but a recent peer-reviewed international study using
seven well-accepted measures of environmental performance revealed that per capita we are 18th worst of
189 countries in the world. The frightening reality is that we only rank one notch higher than China, at 17th

worst per capita.

Not surprisingly, for overall impact China placed much lower given its population, they ranked third worst
behind Brazil and the United States. When it comes to this overall impact New Zealand ranked 47th worst in

the world.

We smugly scorn other countries for trading in endangered species. Whether it's rhino and elephant tusks
in Africa or the condemnation of Japanese whaling, we vehemently condemn this destruction of indigenous

blodiversity.

In a delightful irony here in 100 per cent-pure-New Zealand we harvest, export and sell locally at least five
endangered freshwaler fish species.

Four of the five species in your whitebait fritter are listed as endan’gered, but you can buy them at any
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supermarket. Our amazing, endemic longfin eel is commercially harvested and exporied but is one of our
threatened species.

Sadly our Fisheries Ministry is "managing" them to extinction by allowing them to be harvested under the
much-lauded "quota management system™ that even it admits is failing longfin eels.

This freshwater fish calamity is but one example of scores of examples revealing how we got be so low on
world environmental rankings so quickly. The recent unprecedented and totally unregulated boom in dairy
farming has had enormous impacts on our rivers and lakes and their biodiversity.

The extreme number of cows we now have per hectare, made possible by imported fertilisers and palm
kernel, is now more than twice the carrying capacity of our land and rivers.

Just one clue of how far we have gone is the fact that two thirds of our 50 freshwater fish species are listed
as threatened. The impacts fo our waterways their deciine portends are only just beginning to be seen.

A recent Environment Court decision confirmed a limit of one cow for every 2ha to protect Lake Taupo -
this is about a third of the stocking rate for the rest of the country.

Now it's official — we have the world's highest proportion of threatened species, and 161 counfries are
¢leaner and greener than us. This environmental devastation driving us down to the bottom of world
rankings is the result of a failure of successive governments to measure or even realise the true economic

value of a healthy environment.

it's a bif like paying all the bills with a credit card and pretending ali is well with the home budget. Healthy
rivers, lakes and soils are our natural capital. But we are running them down in a mad rush, ignoring the fact
that we have long since exceeded the limits.

Our ecological capital credit card is maxed out and it's long past time for action. However, the bizarre
response from Government is to take money from conservation and continually weaken the Resource

Management Act, driving us even further down.

Many New Zealanders are now painfully aware of the true implications of the weakening of regulation.
Owners of leaky homes, residents of liquefaction zones or those hit by landslides are the latest victims of
our supposed leaders putling short-term economic gains before sustainabiiity.

These urban examples are well-known and publicised but the same lack of regulation has led to
environmental degradation in the rest of the country. The losses are less well-known but are proof of the
iobbying power of industry, the profit takers who are long gone when disaster strikes.

Mike Joy is a senior lecturer in ecology and environmental sclence at Massey University.
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;) #30 12:09 pm Jan 27 2012

Great piece, | have been telling people this for years and am labled a tree hugging, leftwing, anti bussiness,
winger for it. Funny how people want fo live in a country that is clean and green but really when it comes
down to it they just cant be arsed trying to make il better. | reckon most people dont even know what
happens to their own waste after they flush fo loo, let alone care just so long as they dont have to deal with
it. Kind of like they dont care where or how thefr consumer goods come from as long as they are cheap.
There is a better way to live we are just to lazy and apathetic fo do it. The last election result showed that.

Chris #29 10:55 am Jan 27 2012

Rod #22, unforlunately Maori weren't all that great either. They spent a lot of time burning entire forasts to
the ground, and drove the Moa (and Haast Eagle} o extinction. Thess days there is the issue of lwi
sanctioned foreign-charter boats, run in third-world employment conditions and overfishing their quota
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Fonterra
farms out
cup seats
to officials

BY NEIL REID

SENIOR OFFICIALS from two
Tegional councils investigated by
the auditor-general over dairying
prosecution policies were hosted
at the Rugby World Cup by farm-
ing giant Fornterra.

Horizons Regional Council
chairman Bruce Gordon and three
officials from the Waikato Regional
Council, lncluding its chlef execu-
tive Bob Laing and two councillors,
were among those enlertained.

Green Party co-leader Russel
Norman - who sourced the infor-
mation under the Local Govern-
ment Official Inférmation and
Meetings Act — labelled it “really

<cancerning”’.

“There Is a clear
conflict of interest
fiom the regulator
accepting gifis from
the industry they
have been
regulating,” he
safd, "On the one
hand councillors
are accepting gifts
from dairy
corporations, and
on the other they
are making the
decislons on
whether to pros-

a load of rot. We are in parmership
with Fonterra on many things. Part
of what I went for was to meet with
the directors that were there to
make sure our relationship Is
working properly.”

The Waikato Regional Council
did not respond to requests for
interviews, but its statutory
processes  adviser, Cetherlne
Robinson, did tell the Green Party
in a letter that all ecceptances were
In line with [ts staff gifts paolicy, as
well as the code of conduct for
elected members.

“These make It clear that staff
and elected members must not
allow thelr declsion-making to be
influenced by such giftsfinvites in
order to avold any perception of

blas.”

A Fonterra
spokesman  said;
“Fonterra engages
with local govem-
ment officials at
different  levels
every day and any
suggeslion there [s
a conflict from
such engagement
is unfounded.”

In September, a
90-page.  report
released by
auditor-general

ecute dairy Lyn Provost was
corparations." . critical of councils

Laing and Wai-  Favours:Greens co-leader lors from Environ-
kato regional  Russel Normanlsworried by a ment Southland
counclllors Peter  possible conflict ofinterast. and the Waikato,
Bucklay and Norm . Horizons and Tara-
Barker were hasted nakl regional

by Fonterra at the October 21
bronze medal play-off between the
Wallabjes and Wales,

Horizons confirmed fts chair-
man, Gordon, had been hosted by
Fonterra during the cup. .

Thé only other official who had
received maltch tckets was chief
executive Michael McCarmey, who
was hosted by Vodaione.

Accepting freebies during the
cup was frowned on in the state
sector, with the country’s top civil
servant, State Services Com-
missloner Tain Rennie, writing to
all chief executives warning them
to stay away from such offers.

But Gordon hif back at
Norman's accusation of a conflict
of Interest, saying his experience
had been positive for Horzon's
relationship with Fonterra. “What

councils whe had “some involve.
ment either In deciding whether
the council should presecuté, or in
Investigating the case once the
decision to prosecute had been
made”,

“There are strong and long-
standlng conventions against
elected officlals becoming involved
in prosecution decisions,” Provost
wrate,

But Walkato councillors recently
agreed to a proposal that they
should cease (o have a say on what
cases would be prosecuted,
although that stance still has ta be
formally adopted.

Gordon said any decision by
Horizons to prosecute over dirty
dairying ultimately lay with man-
agement, not elected officials. He
said it was & "‘clear process”.

GREEN CANVAS FOR WISHLIST FROM NATIONAL

Green Party MPs are set to canvas thelr
policy wishlist for a potential post-
election deal with National,

Codeaders Russel Norman and
Metiria Turef hava indicated they are
open to discussions about a new
memorandum of understanding
covering polidas that both parties
could worlc together on,

While the parties were polas apart
on several key polidies — Indudina

National yet, but our approach has been
to see if there’s an opportunity to
expand the memorandum, and we have
all supported that”

The Green Party signed an
understanding with Natianal in 2009, It
inkially covered National's suppart of
the Greens’ home insulation plan,
which has seen more than 100,600
Kiwi homes insulated, the
develonment of eneray affirianne and

Dangerous waters: The Sea Shepherd organlsation will return to the Southern Ocean to confront lapanese whalers again this season, but

Southern Ocean whale war

By MICHAEL FIELD

TWQ NEW ZEALAND ships could be
involved in a Southern Ocean whale war as
the Sea Shepherd organisation pledges
action against a Japanese whaling fleet with
armed protection.

A spokesrnan for Forelgn Affairs Minister
Murray McCully sald there were "no current
plans” to send ships, but Defence Force
sources say the HMNZ Otage and Welling-
ton, both with ice-strengthened hulls, have
been told they could go south,

A three-ship whaling fleet, fed by the
Yushin Maru, left Shimoneseki in Japan last
Wednesday for the Southern Ocean whale

sanciuary, with plans to kill 1000 mainly
minke whales. For the first time, a Japanese
fisheries agency guard ship sailed with them,

Confronting ‘the Japanese will be Sea
Shepherd's vessels Steve Irwin and Bob Bar-
ker, and the Brigitte Bazdat, which replaced
the New Zealand-flagged Ady Gil after it
sank when it was rammed last year,

Sea Shepherd says two New Zealanders
are aboard the Bob Barker — medical officer
Matthew Brown and quartermaster Mikey
May.

Sea Shepherd head Paul Watson called
this season’s action Qperation Divine Wind —
connecting It ta the_Japanese concept of

kamikaze attacks in World War IL

"“The symbotism here
herd ships are the wir
Southern Ocean whale s
invasion by the Japane:

The voyage will featur
1V series of Whale Wars
believed the Japanese w
ships. "I assume the se:
and dislodge vs, and th:
difficult confrontations.

The Japanese are no
will whale this year, no
arg normally 4t sea fron -

McCully's office sait
likely to be in Australiz
stand Australla has n

Sugar buzz sours

HONEY LOVERS scoffing the New Zealand
delicacy could be getting an over-sweet deal,

Crown Research Tnsdtutes GNS scientist
Karynie Rogers says some Kiwi honey is fail.
ing an expart test to detect sugar levels in
hanay, and that product cowld end up on
supermarket shelves,

But Rogers said there was no suggestion
honey producers were adding sugar. Some
people were falling the test unnecessarily,
and she was now working en changing it to
rule out legitimate haney being rejected for
export.

"We know there was a large shipment
turiied away recently. That was through no
fault of the company, there was no adulter-

-ation, it just failed a test that we are warking

to change intemationally.”

With the manuka honey industry worth
$120 million alone, she said it was Important
New Zealand got it right, and some of the
failed product could be the result of poor

beekeeping, "We don't know If people are
removing sugar or feeding It."

She sald although it was rare, in some
cases beekeepers were averfeeding their
bees with sugar and water during low-pollen
months. “Some beekeepers put a large
amount of material out and just leave it
because the hives might be in a temote
place.” :

She said the best solution was to feed bees
honey. “That’s all they need, It's why they
are making horey, it’s their food storage,
Traditional beekeepers don’t remove all the
honey on the frames, they leave some.”

NZ Beekeepers Association president
Barry Foster said It was tare, but he did
know of exporters falling the sugar test. If
beekeepers continued tw feed their bees
«lose to the honey flow, sugar could getinta
the end product, he said.

Phsto: Marion van DgiFairta NT

Medical profession blamed for
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By SARAH HARVEY

THE MEDICAL profession is to
blame for Increasing numbers of
people being allergic to [oods, a

swamp the immune system and
give it a charce to get used to
allergenic foods. Then you don’t
get allergies. If your go back 30
Vears it was rare ta sep a ki wirh

introduction, including allergenlc v
foods, will prevent faod allergy
either, and that fs really where the

research is happening,”

ArrnvAima da tlaa Avecboalaara







